
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



• / 



POLITICAL 



CONSIDERATIONS 



At the PRESENT CRISIS. 






[ Price Eighcccn-|)ence, ] 



tf 



t 



Political Confiderations; 



\ 



BEING A 



FEW THOUGHTS 



O F A 



CANDID MAN 



AT THE 



PRESENT CfllSIS. 

^ a Letter to a Noble Lord retired from Power. 



r 







CONCOBSJiIAE 



LONDON, 

Printed for J. H i n x m a k, at the Globe in Patec- 
nofter Row. 1762. 



^' — ^Magno in populo cum facpe coorta eft 

Seditio, fsevitque animis ignobile vulgus, 
Jamquc faces "et faxa vblattt; foi'dr afftia hfiS'^ro 
Turn pfetatte graycm, ac irteritis, fi forte virum queim 
Confpcxettr, filent, arrc6tis auribus aftantj 
nic regit diftis animos, ct pcdlara raulcct. 

Vraoit. 
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fn-iA Letter to a Noble Lord. 



My Lord, 

YO U, who are allowed % your enev 
mies and friends to have as much 
good-natui:e as any man living, will» 
I hope, readily pardon the freedom and length 
of this addrefs. I know there are people 
who think you have paid more attention to 
(gaining the former than to retaining the latter, 

B how- 
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hqwevcr tried and inviolably; a^ttached to ypu; 
whether this exceeding fociality of yoiir hti- 
mour, or political opinion of your fuppofed 
interefls, deferves the blame of your friends, 
I Irill not venture ^ to Gt^^ but from one of 
your friends you are at liberty to fuppole 
that the prefent addrefs is offered to your 
perufal, at a time when you have leifure 
both \o read and thinks- Jt matto^ very 
little to your Grace, who it is fets you upon 
thinking. No doubt, if you are pleaied to 
think, at aM, .yotj will think rightiy^'^afer 
having acquired fuch deep experience of men 
and tilings, in the courfe of near half a 
century, in the heat of public affairsu , . 

My Lora, the happmtis you ttay^oQw 
enjoy in yourretreat from power is'a fubgcd, 
1 humbly fubmit it to 3rou, not unwordiy 
your moft ferious contemplation. Thcte^ 
fledions ariiing froto it may have an influence 
very ufeful irpon yourcondtift for tlw*rdl of 
your days,- if it is at^all inYpoih:aiit to you -to 

con- 
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Cfrntinuc th^ pofle/Iing your mind in that 
trtitquillity which muft be wifhed for by 
ivcrygood and !5vife man, and which fhould' 
precodtf and attend the cloiing of that great 
part you have fo loflg played with adivity 
and with honour. 

' But, my Lord/ ahhough it is eafy to know 
l/irhcn we have tlone well, it is a very hard 
ddo^ to know When we have doia^ enough^ 
Manum tdkre de tahuld was a leiTon which 
a great artiil among the antients complained 
hft could never teach to one of his moil 
celehrated fcholars^ A warmth of imagina^ 
lion, a certain reftlefsnefs of difpofidon,- or^ 
4n other words, a love to be doing, occaiioned 
hini often to fpoil the bed pidure, I mean 
faeftrwiien left at a certain poiqt of per&dtion, 
becauie he could not help returning frequendy 
to the piece, and again working over anji 
confbfing the iame colours by a handling 
tooi»ify. -*. 

. > B 7. How 
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How often has the fame difpofkion been 
feen in many great men, who haire ntver 
' kft public affairs till afFairs have left them?' 
Had they fortunately known the joft point 
where to have ftopped, they would have been 
happy, adored, and perhaps immortalized*^ 

But, my Lord, this inclirfation to be bufy 
without end, is not yfturs, I believe y for I 
believe willingly what I hope reafonably^ 
You are happy, very happy, in your retire- 
ment, in your refle<5lidns upon what is paft 
or is to come, in being approved by your 
Sovereign and the people,- unpenlioned, un* 
prejudiced, and mafter of yourfelf. Your 
'ftudics, your amufemcnts, your duties of life, 
are all your own, and, although in a private 
ftation, you are not forgot to have fpent 
your life and fortune in the fervice of your 
Prince and country, and for the once doubt- 
iul eftabliffiment of a family now feated 
firmly on the throne of thefe kingd(?ms. 

Give 
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Cive me leave to expatiate a little more 
with yoiH on the fubje£i: of your retirement 
from power. You have been ^Iqng a ^djni-' 
fter^ be once» for once, the Philofopher. 

: : It has been faid, that no man can be acr 
counted happy till the end of his life, and 
)t may be &id> with equal propriety^ that no 
inaa-can be accounted truly great till the en4 
of . his power. . The firft was the anfwer. of 
no lefs a perfon than the legiilator c^ the 
Athenian .cqmnionwealth to thequeftion of a 
monarch,. and the latter obfervation, I believe 
you will allow it, may find an example in 
a flate as free and as polifhed, I may add too, 
as changeable as Athens. The hiilory of that 
celebrated rejHiblic very early has inftruded us, 
that every perfon, who undertakes the admi-^ 
niftratipn of public afiairs among a free peo* 
pie, muft expedt fooner or later a reverfe 
of his authority. Fatal indeed was the reverfe 
ig.that nation, which ereded ftatues, not 
till after death, to the memory of its great 

men. 
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Will al$vay$ make fufficient amends for the 
defcrtion of fuch attendants as thofe are who 
are only fuffeied to be familiar with greiatneis; 
becaufe'they have jttft^niasenoi:^h to con^ 
trive the being fomietimes neceflary to its 
, fupport. 

My Lord, it is my grtat concemi from 
the zeal I have for your real interefts &nd 
honour, that men of this caft, in the prefent 
difficult and important crifis, may poflibly 
attempt urging you to quit your jprivate flation, 
and to embark once mc^e^ upon their account 
only, in a bufy, fadious, and turbulent world 
fo late in life. Your firft fcheme and declafa^ 
tions to all your friends did honour to 3rour 
wifdom and moderation, that you would re-* 
tire without a penfion, thougli not rich, and 
without anger, though you thought yourfelf a 
little negleded^ I am fure many a true friend 
of your Grace has often applauded that rdfi>- 
lutiop, however greatly his own interefts in 
yoilr. good-will to hinii may fuflfer now by 

your 
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your continuance in the fame difpoiitions. 
Such a friend, if you confulted him, would 
afliire you, that he dreads really nothing fo 
much, for your own fake, as to fee you 
attempting to run again the race of public 
life with a new generation of young men, 
who have, iprijng itp, the children of your 
cotemporaries, in a new field of aftion, of 
new notions, and a quite altered world. To 
do fo would be to facrifice your repofe, and 
probably the reputation you now fo highly 
poflefs with your country and the world. 

On , the other hand, difappointed men, . 
accuftomed to venality, and expeding nothing 
from a fyftem of government that begins 
with views of reforming abufe in offices, 
of, a free, uncorrupt parliament, ^nd under 
a Prince not addiifted to the pleafure^ of a 
vicious life, will naturally wifh to fee things 
put again upon the old footing, I mean that, 
when government was under peculiar neceffi* 
tiesj aad they will therefore a^ upon the fame 

C prin- 



t IP T . . 

principles and confiderations as thofe which 

induced the noble youth of Rome to attempt 

to overthrow the eftablifhment of a virtuous . 
•pepublic in its infancy. They obferved^ that, 

under the former eftablifhment, efe a quo 
impetreSj tK>i jus^ iibi injuria opus Jit^ effe 
gratia kcum, effe benejicioy et irafci et ignofcere 
fojfe : inter ami cum et inimicum dif crimen 
noffe;, but that the fcheme of adnainiftratioa 
now founded upon principles ill fuited ta 
Qorrupt men, accuftomed to all the advantages 
of party, and to the long poffeffion of royal 
favour, was rem furdam^ ine>:orabilem\ falu^ 
briorem melioremque inopi quam potenti^ nihil 
laxamenti nee venia habere \ fi modum excejferis 
periculofam effe 5 in tot humanis erroribus folam 
innocentiam vivere. How eafy then is it, my 
Lord, for fuch a fort of n>en as I have defcribed 
to form an oppofition, to raife a clamour, and 
to increafc their party againft the meafures 
of any Sovereign in a free country, determine4 
to reign and to be obeyed only upon princi- 
ples of integrity, modwation, aod virtue? 

But 
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But I canriof conGcive that you, myXord, 
can ever be perfuaded by fuch thtn as thcfe 
arc to join wuh any fuch oppofitlon^ and to 
fet up a ftandard f&f their adhefents to ftfdrt 
to, in order to combat dangers to the con-J 
jftitution, which arc feeft only to exift through 
the medium of their particular paflions and 
interefts, and to oppofe even the iuthority 
of the throne itfelf. I think that, of all 
men, you, my Lord, vrill be the kffi to abet 
fadions and republican principled in the fla(?ei 
You have ever publicly held, that oppofition 
to the fervants of the King and people, ill 
times of difficulty and danger, is an dppofi4 
tion to the conftitution itfelf: that, in fuch a 
cafe, the general interefts of the nation ai^e 
fure to fuffer, and that therefore no crime is 
greater than that of a fet of men, flopping 
by violence the great machine of govern- 
ment, till fuch time as their vanity, ambition, 
or avarice fhall be gratified at the public exr 
pence, and even entailed upon pofterity. 

: C z No 
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No body k better acquainted than ycrur^ 
felf^ my Lord, with how much unhappy 
fcandal to governraent men of faces and fpi* 
rits not eafily afhamed or daunted have re- 
ceived the wages of calumny and vociferation. 
The very remedies applied, with the beft 
intentions, to fadion at different times, have 
increafed the evil of it > and to fuch un<-* 
juftifiable oppofitions may be attributed many 
wcaknefles of the flate, many indecifive fteps 
kr the fcrvants of the crown and people; for, 
while the interefls and the contrivances of 
factious and able men frequently difconcerted 
the befl intentioned fchemes of adminiflration, 
nothing was to be hoped for or eifpeded from 
the wifdom and integrity or even courage of 
the befl miniiler thus encumbered and em* 
barrafTed. 

Too often, in refpefl: to this country, may 
be applied the refledtion of the Roman hiflo- 
rian: 

Dum 
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l^m ad fe qui/que omnia frdbit^ nibil r^li-^ 
quufn ejfe virium in medio^ diJlraStam lacera^ 
tafnque rempublicam magis quorum in manujk^ 
quam ut incolumis Jit quari. 

I believe, my Lord, you will acknowlfedgc 
the pifture I have drawn to be a true one. 
You have found men to be. the fame in every 
j)criod of your life. You are no ftranger to 
the undertaking of the great tafk, never to 
be accomplifhed, of obliging everyone. You 
know that nothing can fatisfy difcontented 
tempers, nothing oblige ungrateful ones. You 
are very fenfible, that there .is no difficulty in 
making an oppoiition popular, and rendering 
the many dupes to the interefts of a few. 
Such, my Lord, is the malignity of human 
nature, in the general view of it, that almoft 
every man, excepting fome few perlbns of 
your Grace's generofity of difpofition, hears 
the accufation of a fuperior with pleafure ; a$ 
if the degradation of a higher character was 
a real elevation of his own ; befidcs that it is a 

much 
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much eafier buiinefs to oppofc than to def*end« 
The vivacity of the attack furprizes the audi*. 
tor, the vehemence of it engages his attention, 
and the courage of it conciliates his favour. 
It is the delight of every ordinary mind to 
judge others, to criticife minutely, to new 
model every thing by its own ideas, to raife 
and to. pull down. To this obvious caufe it 
muft be attributed, that, in all ages and in. 
all free governments, every orator who watchei 
the temper of the people, is fure to be heard 
with applaufe, and to draw after him, like 
the figure of the Gaaliih Hercules in the 
antique, his multitude by the ears. 

There are fcldom wanting opportunities 
for the exertion of fuch powers ia a free 
country. Medical Authors obfervc that every 
year has its peculiar and predominant difeafe i 
and it feems that in the fame manner every 
free country has, at certain periods, its pecu- 
liar political mania. The more popular 
every coiiftitution of government becomes, 

the 



tjie more liable it is to the violence of thefo 
phrenfies. Our countrymen, my Lord, ge- 
nerally of an atrabilaire and aduft tempera- 
ment, are very apt to be feized with them: 
In fuch a ftate of difcompofure they are eafily 
inflamed to a very unhappy excefs, and when 
once they lay afide that good fenfe and good 
humour for which they are remarkable above 
all other nations in Europe, the dreadful 
extremities to which they have paffcd have 
been marked with blood in the annals of our 
hiftory. You, my Lord, remember times 
when the crown fliook on the head of the 
Sovereigns when the laws were almoft filent 
in the midft of arms j when a mob was op- 
pofed to a mob, and the leaders of the ftate 
became of neceffity the conductors of a 
rabble. 

It will be no wonder then if prefent or 
approaching times fhould afford us the famQ 
mifcrable fpeilacle of faction fo much to be 
lamented* The colours may indeed be differ- 
ent^ 



[ i6 ] 

cnt, but the cfFefts of human paffions willbc 
for ever the fame* 

The prefent crifis of this country, my 
Lord, with regard to its affairs both at home 
and abroad, is the mod difficult and imporU 
ant one fince we have been a people: and 
the permanency of every blefling we enjoy 
under Providence depends upon our unani* 
mity, from the diiTolation of which only o^ 
our enemies form any hopes of overturning 
the column of national glory and happindi 
fo lately and (o highly raifed, at the expencc 
of fo much blood and treafure poured forth 
with prodigality. That a nation divided 
againft itfelf cannot ftand, however brilliant 
its victories, however powerful its alliances 
and its refources may be, and however ex-, 
tenfive its expedations, is a truth that wants 
no facred authority to prove it; and the 
hiftory af all ages prefents to our minds the 
terrible image of the once nobleft fpe(3acle 
under heaven,, of great, wife, and free nations 

deprived 
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deprived of power, kno^yledgc, liberty; and 
fvfnk into flavery, ignorance, weakncfs, and 
barbarity 5 the cfFedt of faction. 

, You therefore, ihy Lord, at this import- 
int crifis, in diflenting, as I make no doubt 
'ou will diffent, from every unreafonablc 
cbeme of fadtious oppofition to government, 
.nd in refufing to lend the affiftance of your 
Hwds to the private views of any particular, 
et of men, if any fuch fgheme is really, 
brmed, will (hew, not only the important 
yeight you retain in the fcale of government, 
)y the efFeft which your neutrality, and dif- 
ipprobation of violent means, will produce, 
mt you will aft in a private ftation a public 
)art, the moft replete with glory to your own 
rharader, confiftent vvith your general con- 
luft towards your country and your Save- 
dgn, and which will pafs your name down 
pofterity as a true and faithful fervant of 
ho crown with a more illuftrious title than 
hp Greateft Monarchs can beftow, in .the 

P utmoft 
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utmoff plenitude of their power, the title of 
an Hofteft maw, without prgudice mS 
without refentment. 

The Heroes of antiquity, who arc faid t* 
have combated monfters, and were therefore 
deified, were, when divcfted of the coverings 
of mythology, no other perfons than men 
devoted to the good of the country in which 
they lived, which they adorned with laws, 
with arts, and arms, who quelled t3rrauts of 
every kind and dcftroyed the power of faction 
and prejudice, and refifted the madnefe of the 
people as well as that of their leaders. 

I imagine, my Lord, you will leave now 
the adkivc parts of this Heroic patriotifm to 
younger men than yourfelf, who poffefs the 
lame pdrts and vivacity which diftinguiflied 
you fo early in life. Much may be expe<9:ed 
from them when warmed by your example, 
and formed by your admonitions and expe- 
rience. J imagine that in the mean'"tiiiie 

you 
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you will content yourfelf with reftrainlngi by 
^oiir influence^ the more vehement part of 
your friends from diflrefllng his Majefty and 
thi^ public, and with encouraging others^ in«- 
timidated or mifled, to give all poffible aid 
and afSilance to government. 

His Majefty^ at the beginning of his reiga^' 
was pleafed to declare his defire of the affift- 
ance of every good and honcft man in carry- 
ing on the great bufinefs of his government. 
And if ever there was a period, through all 
the annals of the Britifh hiftory, in which that 
affiftance was peculiarly neceflary to the Sove- 
reign and the true interefts of his people, it is 
fo in the higheft degree at the prefejit crifis j 
the exceflive difficulty and importance of 
which make it the duty of every good and 
honeft man, as a member of the community, 
to fupport, fo far as his influence may extend, 
the meafures of his Majefty, independently 
of any men who now are, or who have been 
tin now his fervints, and of all other perfonal 
confiderations, D 2 Vn* 
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Unhappily for their Sovereign and their 
cpuntry, often many of the beft and ahleft 
men, whofe influence and concurrence in the 
public fervice would be of the utmoft utility, 
are thofe who ftand leaft forward to promote 
it, who, either unwilling to draw with others 
in a fubordinate part, from too great a con- 
fcioufnefs of their own abilities, or who, 
content to purfue their own private affairs, 
amufernents, or duties in the latent paths of 
life, leave the hard tafk of direding the 
public opinion, of combating prejudices^ whe- 
ther old or new, equally deftrudlive of the 
common intercft, of refifting the violence of 
faftious and corrupted men, of finding out 
fre(h refources for every exigence of govern- 
ment, of fupplying the nerves of an extenfive 
war, or laying the foundations of a folid and 
kfting peace, who leave, I fay, thefe very 
arduous tafks to one almoft alone in the public 
fervice, obedient to the commands of his 
. Sovereign and his duty, the objedl of private 
envy, and all the virulence of public fadion. 

Such 
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Sttch men like Atticus may fufFer the ft^tc 
to perifti, rather thaft hazard their own tran- 
quillity or reputation in imitating a CiCero or 
a Cato, by flinging their wei^t into the 
ballance at a time when the affiftance of 
all might preponderate to the prefcrvation 
of all. 

But you, my Lord, who never felt ah in- 
difFcrence to the fate of your country, will not 
thifyk that fuch a negleft of its interefts can be 
juftified eafily in any man, fince there is no 
man fcarcely fo contemptible in his abilities 
-or conne<5tions, but he may add his mite in 
fome way or other to the general ftock, and 
•do fome fervice to his country. Whoever 
the man is who thinks that the difcharge of 
private duties will excufe a total negleft of all 
public ones, he is certainly miftaken in point 
.of inorals, and is fo too in point of his own in* 
tereft, if it is true, that whatever pafles in go- 
vernment neceflarily comes home in its efFeds 
to the peace and property of ciery private 

man. 



lZ2} 

man» according to th6 plain maxim of the 
good pld Roman, pubUca prodendo tua neguic^ 

^amfervef. 

« 

But what fball we fay, my Lord, if there 
are aay men, I hope there are not any fuch 
men, who not only refufe to ferve in concur^ 
rence with another fervant of their prince, but 
who ^re determined tooppofe and emharrafs 
the counfels of their Sovereign, bccaufe they 
are not allowed to have the fole diredip^ 
and execution of them ? I am bold to declaref> 
that if under fuch prdfling difficulties a peace 
becooung neceflary £bould be nfiade inadcr- 
quate to the ianguine expectations of a peo^ 
pie blooded with copquefl, and perhaps immo* 
derate in fome of ita expe^tions, the imper* 
fedtions of that peace muft be imputed moil 
jufUy to the men who (hall refufe their affif- 
tance to make the peace or carry on the war. 

Whenever therefore that event of peace 
(hall happen, let it be aikedany candid man, 

whe- 
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whether in common juftice thofc pcrfons on- 
ly ought to be poffefled of the popular appro* 
bation and applaufe, wHo, when the veflel is 
in a ftorm, weakened by a long and dange- 
rous voyage, and now driving among rocks 
and quickfands, quit the veflel with precipita- 
tion, and without fufFering their friends to 
touch one rope or oar, leave the helm to a 
fingle perfon, faithful indeed to his duty, but 
unequal perhaps in ftrength without (ome af- 
fiftance to carry the veflel fafe into harbour, 
leave it tpo determined to perfecute and pur- 
fuc the fervant of the public for any ill confe- 
quences of their own conduift with all that 
vengeance with which the never-forgiving 
and unjuft temper of mankind confl:antly pur- 
fues thofe it has injured mofl:. 

Such an unfortunate fltuation of this coun« 
try, my Lord, is not, I truft, .nowcxifting, 
and it is to be hoped never will exi/l ; but 
that it may not be the cafe, every cflfort ot 
gpod and honeft men ought to be exerted to 

j>re^. 
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prevent it, and to fuppprt at this crifis the tnea-^ 
Aires of his Majefty in the perfon of his fer- 
vants. The voice, thp genius, the influc^nce of 
all able and difinterefted men fhouI4 unite to 
prcferve that important concord of all orders 
in the ftate, which till this threatenini^ and 
dark period has remained long unbroken, and, 
has made this little ifland to becon:ie the cen-> 
ter of univerfal commerce, and maritime do- 
minion, a great and mighty nation, which is 
the aftonifliraent of theprefent, and will be 
the wonder pf future ages. 

My Lord, in order to form a juft idea of 
a right plan of condudl for men of calm, can- 
did, and diiinterefted difpofitions tp purfue at 
this jun<9-ure, who, have any weight iit go- 
vernment, we (liould do well, I humbly ap^ 
prehend, to take a general view of the circum- 
ftanccs, under which his Majefty, his in^me- 
diate fervants, and the interefts of this nation 
both at home and abroad are undcf ftood to 

|?e at this articular period^ 

It 
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It is with the utmofl: concern and indigna« 
tion that every good fubjcdt muft have feen 
the bafe and daring attempts of men of very 
low reputation and abilities to render eon- ' 
temptible and unpopular the character of their 
Sovereign^ and who have taken the advantage 
of a time for infijlting Majefty itfelf with im- 
punity, when the accumulated difficulties o£ 
government crowd upon the throne. What 
a fituation is this for a young prince who dif- 
covers how much his inexperience of public 
life, of the manners and paflions of unreaibn- 
ble and corrupt men is unequal to his owa 
intentions and integrity, and to the didates of 
a heart overflowing with goodnefs to his own 
fubjeds and all mankind ! EmbarralTcd by the 
evils of an enormous and extenfive war begrni 
before his reign, and in a long feries of events 
encreafing with the load of government at the 
fame time all the feeblenefs of it, he mufl 
with the deepeft concern find himfelf not on- 
ly encumbered wkh the management of pre- 
carious alliances, with the ftubborn oppofiti- 
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on of foreign and inveterate enemies^ ren^ef> 
ed defperate by their ioSes, and with the 
)eaIoufy and envy of neighbouring and pow^ 
crfulft^es, but above aU muft he feel fevercly 
the nece^Sty of refifting any fa^on at home. 
i do iioe &yr ^7 Lord, that fueh xl h&ioit 
cxiftsy 1 hope it does not againfl the crown; 
but I am at liberty to fuppofe, nay more, tQ 
expefl: it : Froa* the liature of nMin virtues al- 
ways will* meet rcfiftanee in this world fronv 
their oppofite vice^. Fron^ the moment his 
Majeftyafcehdcd the throne with the applaufe 
gE all men, it was eafy to forefce that the 
glory which his uncomniion virtues fpread 
over his diadem, muft have its ^ades. Is it 
{)offible to attempt deftroying the dodkrine of 
infernal daemons, that men being corrupt and 
wicked in general, cannot be governed but 
upon corrupt and wicked principles, and not 
to expcA a fevcre oppofition to even the beft 
of Sovereigns ? In fuch a cafe the youth of a 
Sovereign wili naturally be fet light of by men 
hackneyed in the ways of 4:he world, and 
*^ grown 
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gropim ftubbbrn in iniquity : his firmnefsitbd- 
magnftnimity will bt reprefented as obfBna**-. 
cyy his frugality as fordidnefs ; if he employs 
his hours indefatigably in the high and labo- 
rious duties of his exalted flation^ if he nei- 
ther breaks in upon the peace or propertyf 
of any rf his fubjeflis for vieioas grtitificati^ 
ons of pleafure, or the dangerous views of am-« 
bition, but fileotly purfues one d:eady path 
of uncommon virtue, ardent to becJolne a 
bleffing to his own fubjeds, and to be the 
delight of ixiankind, that very condu(3: Will 
produce the moft malignant envy, even at the 
foot of the throne. 

1 son fony to have occafioh to obferve, 
that ^ances, and event private men, have o£* 
ten more authority from their vices than from 
their virtues over the ftimds of others; bad 
men whenever they oppoTe themfelves to good 
onw^ will never .want adherents, they need 
bat ftamp with theif ftJet, and there will 
arifc legions to fuppdrt their caufc. What 
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rtfourccs are there to be found in the paffions 
erf mankind ! avarice, luxury, profufion and 
indigence, ' long habituated to feed from the 
hand of corruption will all rife in arms} and 
promife very probable hopes of placing at 
the moft exalted point of power any one who 
will undertake to be the great difpenfcr , of 
corruption. Whenever he (hall wave his 
golden wand, the daemons of vice will fuN 
round his circle. 

Yet, my Lord, I believe you will agree 
with me in thinking, that if it is poffible to 
put the reins of government at any time into 
the hands of virtue, it is poffible to do it with 
the greateft hopes of fucoefs at the beginning 
of a reign, when the prince declares himfelf 
the enemy of corruptioft, and requires nothing 
©f his people but to be free 5 when the rea- 
fons pleaded for encouraging venality no 
longer fiibfift in the firm eftablifhment of 
the throne, once in danger from a foreign 
pretender, but now filled by a Sovereign born 

in 
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in this country, and at a time too when the 
fate of the nation, in the greateft crifis of 
its affairs, depends upon the virtue of every 
order of men amongft us. 

How happy an opportunity is there then: 
oflFered, under thefe circumftances, of deftroy-* 
ing, or rather fuifering to die awafy, all an^* 
tient diftindtions fo fatal to the common good, 
which would certainly perifh of themfelves^ 
iince the objed: of them is no more, if they 
are not kept alive by the induftry of faftious 
and defigning men for their own private pur- 
pofes of ambition ? You, my Lord, have 
been combating diftindlions all your life, 
while they exifted in reality and acquired due 
influence from thofe combats in the mind of 
your Sovereign ; and it muft make a pecu- 
liar part of the happinefs of your life, that 
it has been extended to a period when you 
nlight fee and congratulate the fortune of your 
CQuntry upon a fituation of it when thefe 
iniferable .and odious diilindtions may fafe- 
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!y^ and therefore ought to be totall]^ annihi«>>, 
Jated. 

My Lord, let us confidcr the fituation of 
the immediate fervant of the Crown, and the 
difficulties which attend him at this crlfis, 
and confequently the reafonablencis and juftice 
of not incrcafing thofc diffioiUics by a parlia*^ 
roentary or popular oppofition to the meafures 
which it may become the duty of his office 
to carry into execution. 

In difcuffing every queftion of importance 
relating to the public intcrefts too much can- 
dour cannot be exerted, nor too much mode<*> 
ration confulted, in feparating the grounds 
of popular difcontent. It is highly ufeful to 
diftinguilh the Sovereign from his fervant, 
and the people from the dependents of a 
particular fadion, and to enquire whether an 
oppoiition is formed againll the man, or di* 
re<3:ed againft the meafures? It is very un- 
happy both for the Prince and people that 

the 



the latter are^accuftomed to make few ftich 
neceflary diflindions^ but to look upon the 
imnaediate fervant of the Crown as the only 
perfon among the general fervants of the King 
and peopk to whom they are to pkce th^ 
whole account of the gooA and evil of govern-^ 
ment. Men therefore fadioufly difpofcd, aod 
interefled in a change of the adminiftration^ 
hive little elfe to do, in order to cffed: it, 
but to render the immediate agent of the 
Sovereign ridiculous and unpopular by falfe 
accufations and reports, or by invidious di- 
fliniflions. To what a fliamcful degree of 
indecency fuch kind of attempts have been 
often carried, 1 need not mention* Our con* 
ftitution mdeed feems to favour fome licen^ 
Cioufnefs of this fort. It is true that all attacks 
within doors and without upon the Mimftcr^ 
as he is called^ do not afiecft the fafety qf the 
Sovereign, but they prevent the Sovereign 
from doing all the good he intends^ and 
deprive him of every means of wrjyiBg oo 
the ordinary bufmefs of his government/ 

without 
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Without he will lean on a party for it j which,' 
whenever it is the cafe, is fure to feize every 
poft in the ftate, to (land between the King 
and the people till both are fubdued by tha 
power of an oligarchy^ and in fuch a criiis 
it has been always found that the enemies of 
the nation, however fallen and diftrei&d, 
have obtained hopes, time, and at len^ 
vigour to avail themfelves of the weaknefs of 
a divided government. 

Let us then fuppofe that an oppofition is 
actually formed, but declared to be againft 
the Minifter, not againft the Sovereign : 
whenever this is the cafe, perfons not to be 
mifled by names will with difficulty enter 
into this diftindion of conduct, but will, I 
am afraid, confider fuch attempts as dictated 
at this time by a ipirit of republicanifm too 
prevalent among us, and that an oppofition 
to the Minifter is in reality an oppofition 
meant to the King. j 

:. ... . - One 
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' One prejudice, my Lord, feciiis to have 
toloifred'arraoft all the late political debates in 
this country, with ^reat detriment to the caufe 
of truth, the refpcd due to the Sovereign, the 
character of his fervants ?ind the mixed con- 
;flitatfoii of Britilh liberty. The pfejudicfe 1 
1 mean is the laying it down as a political 
maxim, taken for granted, that tbi Mtnifier 
does every thing, and the King does nothing*; 
an opinion very artfully propagated .by men 
who find it their intereft to oppofe both. 1 
know indeed that by fundamental law the 
King can do no wrongs becaqfe the King 
Cannot aft without the advice of his privy 
Council; nor enadt without that of his parli- 
ament afiembled : but I beg leave to infift that 
the word, the Minijier^ is a term intirely un- 
known to our conftitution. It was borrow- 
ed, and very improperly borrowed, with ma- 
ny other bad phrafes and bad principles, from 
France and other arbitrary governments. 
Moft Princes in fuch governments, either of 
weak ibilities or intirely funk in all the efFc- 

F minacy 
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,minacy of pleaiQire, delegate the charge of 
public buiinefs to one man only^ the Prime 

.Minifter, as he is called, or fubordinat^. of 
Royal Authority, who flands next to the 
throne, the fole oracle of its counfels, and 
the channel of all its favours. The Britiih 
conftitutioh, formed of three great orders of 
the State, admits no fuch name as the Mi* 
niiler, no, not even the title of a Cabinet 
Counfellor. From the outlines of this fy- 
fteni are to be traced many political truths. 

, It is the prerogative of the King of Great 
Britain to declare war or peace with the ad- 
vice of his privy council. The right of pro- 
viding for the charge of either is in the re- 
prefentatives of the people; through them 
there is a free accefs to the Sovereign for every 
national grievance to be heard and to be rc- 
drefled, and by them the King has a conftant 
and open communication with all his fubjeds. 
He has a right to nominate his fervants, the 
great officers of fiate, who are alfo the fer* 
vants of the people, and truftees for the be- 

nefit 



ncfit of both King and people, the Iklarics 
ofthofe great offices being provided for by 
parliament 

My Lord, this fliort iketch of our confti- 
tution is unnccefl^ry indeed to you, but it 
may be ufeful perhaps to many who have ne- 
ver thought at all upon the fubjed; and th6 
inference I mean to draw from it, is, that 
tiiider this happy form of government fub- 
^fting inviolate as it does, confidering the 
exceeding good intentions of his Majefty, that 
he has both abilities and inclination to ad 
himfelf at the head of the conftitution, and 
to be really a King over a free and willing 
people, no perfons can pretend a high affec- 
tion and duty to his perfon, and a regard fot 
his family, with any appearance of iincc- 
rity, yet at the fame time endeavour to ren* 
der unpopular, and even odious, the meafures 
of the Sovereign under a pretext of any dan- 
ger to the conflitution, and of running down 
tke Mflijier only, 

F 3 Let 
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Ikct it be aikcd any candid -man of a comr 
snon underflanding, does there appear the leaA 
hazard of the liberty, property, and right? 
of the people in allowing his Majefty at all 
times his own- rights too,- as welt as any 
other member of the ftate? Why i$ he not 
to be permitted to chufe his own fervantt| 
or to difcard them ? to be grateful for their 
fidelity and adivity in the public bufineisj^ 
and to judge of their inclinations and abilities 
for ferving himfelf and his people^ and to 
honour with his countenance and protedion 
thofe who merit his favour ? - I jim fure the 
tfondition of a King of Great Britain would 
be the moft miferable upon earth, . if he were 
to be deprived, merely becaufe he is King, 
of every comfort a private man hdlds dear 
to his happinefs and interefts; and if it could 
be fuppofod that a clamour raifed at any time 
by a few diffatisfied perfons refufihg to concur 
obeying his commands were to deprive him 
of -the diligence of thofe other fervants who 
are willing to obey him, and more efpecially 

if. 
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if, inftead oF being, a Prio/ce, he fhould be- 
come at any time a prifoner as it were tq(tliis 
ownfervantSj watched, and guarded, for theifr 
<mn pufpofcs^ that all their mifconduft might 
be chaiged to his account,, and all his merits 
to^thciis* If thefe, my. Lord, fliould ever 
he the views of any particular (et of men^ 
will they be the real firiends of the public or 
not;? they, will not, I think they cannot 
<Jderve the approbation of the people, or the 
fayoiirablt recepti<m of their Prince. Ncm: 
will tjiey be able to anfwer for the general 
o;)nfufion and diftrefs ocpafioned by their un« 
warrantable oppoiition, at aiiy time of great 
difiiculty and danger, >yhen their attempt toi 
ruin any one fervant of the King under, pre- 
tence of ruining the Minifter will bq hazard- 
ibg in fad the ruin of the ilate* 

My Lord, I have faid fomething before 
upon the diHindicms of general party. Give 
me leave to fay a word upon diftinftions of 
particular perfons. I am fure you and every 

man 
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man of good fenfe, or indeed of hinutmtjrf 
inuft defpife and abhor fuch mvidipusr difcrt*^' 
minations. Did a man's abilities or integrity 
for the public fervice depend upon the points^ 
of the compafs, it would be very right to afk;, 
.in what degree oflatitude or longitude from 
the great metropolis this man ot that man was. 
born? Cornwall or Cumberland, Devon(hire 
or Dorfetfhire never made a man a better fel- 
low-fubjefl: becaufe he firft drew breath ia- 
one of thofe counties, and a geographical dt-^ 
ftindtion will, I hope, at no time prevent, what 
it has often promoted, the good fortune of a^ 
man of Norfolk, or of Suffex, or of any one 
town, borough, city, province or divifion in 
all Great Britain. 

I know, my Lord, the hono:ur you have 
done to the places of your education. Yet I do 
not believe you are a better or a wifer man 
merely for an education at Weftminfter. It 
does not fignify from what great man I take 
my example. The prefent minifter was bred 

from 
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from a child at Eton, but I dare fay it will be 
no motive to him to prefer Eton men for that 
reafon : nor do I think it a very important cir- 
cumflance where his eflate lies; his flake and 
that of his fitmily is nearly as great, upon 
Englifli ground, as that of any of the En- 
glifh nobility, and a Scottifh title will only 
make him, I believe, my Lord, you think 
fo, more tender than any other man would 
chufc to be,- of the humour prevalent among 
the lefs fenfible inhabitants of this ifland, 
who delight in diftinftions, and are like their 
old Britifh anccflors, hofpitibusfert. In the 
lower offices of government good proofs 
might be brought of a much greater number 
of Northern people preferred, arid lefs pub- 
licly noticed under former adminiflrations, 
than under the pf efent minifler ; and, if there 
are any ScottifH or Irifh Lords or common- 
crs, now in the great offices of ftate, I be- 
lieve all the world knows he found them 
there. 

How- 
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. However^ my Lord^ I am fare i» candid 

man caa objed to their being thore, except 
fuch men as find it convenient at different 
times to enforce ar leap over a diftindioii juft 
as it fits their interefts. After all^ it is paying 
no |;reat. compliment to the preient minifter^ 
nor is it. any reflexion upon his predecei&rsi 
to fay that he has good underAandjng emxigh 
as well as they had, not to rejed or pre^ 
fer menfo/ patronymics. To, fpcafcfakly^ 
and^ if poffible, to deftroy ail djftip^Uoni 
whatever, let us for once go to the l?ottom 
pf ,all of them. I am fure you, my Lord> 
who are of the moft focial temper potHhle, 
will> above all men, thoroughly hatp l^ven^ 
when you confider the principle, which 
has from the beginning of the world Stt 
men at variance. The whole fecret I haift 
ever taken to be this ilUnatured proverb^ 
^' ttte fewer the better chear/' A diftinc* 
tion, a name, it matters not what, fervei 
at different times the purpofe to keep a few 
men in, and a great many out of all good 

things* 
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things. . And from this one foiirce has flow- 
ed the long lift of epithets of pafty, which 
liave diflionoured and embroiled religron and 
government from the begirtning of the world 
to the deftruftion of all common fenfe and 
• common honefty. How much is the bulk of 
mankind to be pitied, who fufFer their pre- 
judices to be improved in fuch a manner by 
' a few artful men : who, overturning all the 
firft principles of religion and good govern- 
ment, which were meant to unite more 
clofely, not to feparate mankind, eftablifh 
an undue influence over their fellowrcreaturds, 
which is thus obtained, by fomehting divifi- 
ons even unto blood ? Such is the old maxim 
fo often and fb fuccefsfully purfiied, divide and 
tyrai)ni?e. 

" But it is right fonietimes to oppofe mea- 
*" Rjres in a free government, if not the man." 
True. Oppofition to meafures in fome cafes 
I allow is neceflfary, and that the good of the 
whole refblts frequently from the colliflon of 

G the 
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the {)arts. fiut then unanimity ought not Id 
be broken merely for the fake of breaking it* 
Some objections, in order to juftify oppofition, 
muft be made with colour to the meafure$, 
that they are contrived or conducted weakly 
or wickedly, or that they proceed from a 
V ipirit of timidity or indecifion* 

There have been times in the hiftory of 
all countries remarkable for this indecifiv6 
temper in adminiftrations : when minifters 
have lived upon the daily bread of their po- 
litics, Happy to get rid of a prefent incum- 
brance, or to remedy a prefent inconveni- 
ence at die expence of a thoufand future ones. 

The defcription drawn by the Duke de 

Sully of the condud of the miniftry of Charles 

.IX. of France, and his obfervations upoo it, 

are fa very remarkable, that I beg leave to 

^uotethem, 

!! En maticrc d'etat rien n'eft pire que cet 
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^ ^fprit d'indccifion. II ne faut dans les con- 
" jon6lures difficiles tout abandonner ni tout 
** refufer au hazard, mais apres avoir choi- 
^* ffltn. but par des reflexions fages et froides 
** i|i faut que toutea les d-marches qu'on fait 
•' tendent a y parvenir. On nc f^auroitf//- 
•* Cflre trop acheter ni trap preffer une paix ne- 
•* qejfaire. Mais ce qu'il faut eviter le plus 
•* foigneufemcnt dans les circonftances cri- 
** tiques, c'eft de tenir les efprits du peuple 
^' en fufpens entre la paix et la guerre. Cc 
^* n'etoit pas par de tellca maximcs que fc 
** qoAduifoit 1q qgnfcil. dq Catherine de Me- 
** dicis. Si Ton y prenoit ijn parti, ce n*c- 
*' toit que pour 1^ mpment et jamais pour la 
^*- fin, et c'etoit toyjours dans une inaniere fi 
** timide qu'on n^ remedioit au prcfent meme 
^^ que tres iniparfaitement. Le defaut de 
** tons les efprits qui ont plus de vivacite 
" que de jugement eft de fq rcprefenter qc 
^' qui eft proche de inaniere i s'en laiiler 
•* eblouir, et de ne voir ce qui eft loin qu^u 
[{ tr^iyers d'un nuage^ ^Ijues n^nfens^ qutl^ 
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" qucs jours ^ voila cc qui compofe pour cux 
<' ravenir." 

But there Is a real ftate of things, as well 
as the difpofitions of minifters, which pro-r 
duces delay, timidity and indecifion in publig 
adminiftrations ; I mean unwarrantable op-* 
pbfitions, my Lord ; great and powerful fadlions 
in the ftate, and the condition of the times, and 
of a nation not yet fufficiently armed and pro- 
vided, for the defence of both its extremities^^ 
and its center. A nation, at a- certain period, • 
has Aid into an immenfe war of a fudden : 
the very moment which has been feized by 
foreign eneniies to fpread terror and difmay 
among the people, has been feized too by 
fafliious fubjcfls at home, as an opportunity to 
difplay their parts, and to figure in an oppofi-f 
tion, fbc the diftreffing of government. Vanity, 
no lefs than avarice, every hour, my Lord, 
prompts men to be factious; and times are. 
remembered, when the leaders of fadtibn have 
beat up for volunteers againft government*. 

ancj ' 
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and vlfited with all the humility of ambition 
obfcur6 places to court and bring out men 
of aftive, fiery, and overbearing difpofitions, 
of fniall fortunes and great paffions, but pot- 
fefled of abilities that recommend the pofTef** 
fors to the popular voice, in order to join the 
cry; to receive favours firft from govern- 
ment, and then to fly in the face of it. I 
need not point out to you, my Lord, fafts 
of this kind. They will only (hew, that un- 
reafonable and vehement oppofitioij on ond 
iide, often produces indecifion on the other; 
and that when this is the cafe, all the evils 
df it are to be charged to thofe perfons 
only, v^rhb lay fo terrible a foundation of the 
caiife of timidity and indecifion in placing 
every obflacle they can poflibly invent in the 
way of government. 

Men of the beft hearts are often the moft, 
timid J being tender of their fellow-fubje6ls 
and of human nature, experienced in the 
fatal reverfes of all human things, and above 

all 
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^ coaccnncd for fear of burftipg that whipj^^ 
4 touch may burflt, the vafl; and fwohi buhr 
blc of artificial virealth,. the. qredit of a nation,, 
they ipay be avqrfe to, entering precipitately 
into violent meafures, the beginnings of which^ 
arc cafily uqderftood, but the end of whicl\ 
is removed beypnd the knowledge Qr cp%^ 
jcdurc of the wifeft o^ men^ 

But can timidity or delay or indccifion bq- 
attributed to the prefent meafures of govern- 
ment? Are they to be charged with a hafte 
that makes no progrefs, an attention to fub- 
alterns who have nothing to recommend theai 
but the extreme dudtility of their charadler? 
is there any jealous fear of adopting plans of 
operation likely to require abler men to exe- 
cute them than thofe who adopt them ? is 

there difcovered any habitual flutter, or air 
of bufinefs, or a vanity of undertaking all 

things without doing any, till bufinefs dqcs 

itfelf by other hands, or, in the common 

courfe of human affairs, fettles into fome poiot 



tfr other by its own natural weight ? This 
is not the cafe, my Lord. 

' The great jperfohs who now aflift in guiding 
the reins of government have not turned pale 
t)r fainted at fpedres ; no nt)t even at that 
tremendous one of the proud, obflinate, and 
tnetiacing genius of Iberia. Martinico, the 
tnoft important cont[ueft of all the poffeffions 
-of France in America, is our own; .by which 
t*^rance is^wounded in the tendereft part of her 
commerce. The Havannah, the arfenal and 
'dtadel of all the Spanifli Weft-Indies, has fubr- 
tnitted to our arnfts. Newfoundland is once 
-'more ours without a Wow* And as to Ger^ 
many, which has not been neglefted, it is 
the rock agatnft ^vhich f'rance has bcatea 
herfelf in vain. Every thing fpeaks the'a<3i«- 
vity and the integrity of the minifters of his 
Majefty, who have done their duty by a war 
which was not their own, and have been 
guided by the neceflity of prefent circuin- 
ffcaoces, not by the retrofped; of beginnings. 
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So tI}at.no ene part of the public fervicc hi^ 

fufFered upon any pretext whatfocvcr*. , , ^ 

The time, my Lord, is at length uthcS 

S^od optanti Divum pr emitter e nemo 
Auderet^ vohenda dies en attulit ultro. 

when we fee a. nat;ive Britiili |Cing adipg i^pop 
truly Britifh priaciplep: when there is a firep-, 
British par liamcot, if ever ther? was 9119^: 
when it would bQ doipg injiif^jce to the 
populafity and . afiie<£t|on wi^ich his Mfij^Ay 
ought amply: to poflefs in th^ h^rts of ^\L 
his fubjeAs not to prQclaim tq the; world the 
extreme purity of his gpveri)mefit> apd th^t 
integrity and moderatloQ whjc|i will be tl^ 
eternal glory of his reign ; when in the eledi^fi 
of the repreientatives of the people, the leaft 
bias of office and revenue was ^i<^ly forbid^ 
den to be made ufe pf i^ die ftrpngeft tern)f». 
•* the King will have it fo;" when ]^ 
Majefty defires nothing fo much as tQ know 
the true ienfe c^ his people, and when for 

their 
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their fakes, a kte very great Minifter has 
publicly faid it, he was convinced that his 
Majefty would even part with the antient 
patrimony of his houfe, if ihofe whofe duty 
it is to give him advice thought it truly for 
the general interefts of this nation, that it 
fliould eeafe having any weight in the empire 
and on thfe continent of Europe, in which 
France has found it at all times fo rtiuch hdr 
intereft to cultivate an influence at the expencc 
of vaft armies, and eiiormous fubfidies upon 
a prihdple of rivalftiip to Great Britain, and d£ 
acquiring frefli po^^fcr, fubjedlsj and territory 
in Europe fufficient to indemnify her for any 
advantages which this nation may reap,- '. i£ 
fucccfsful iTi other parts of the world, in iH 
maritime capacity only. 

What then remains, my Lord ? what but, 
that more Aan Herculean tafk, to render 
men wife, equitable, moderate, and good? I 
need fay very Ihde to you, my Lord, to con- 
vince you of the great difficulties a minrfter ifi 

H this 
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this country labours u&der in carryingon a wiaf ^ 
and above ali» m making a peace. The waf& 
of men and treafure, the neceflity of fre^ fup- 
pliesy the deficiency of thoie already granted 
andexpended, the opprefiion of encreafing tax-*-' 
es upon induftrious labour^ which in all human 
probability are never to be removed, the re- 
verfe to which the nature of all human affairs 
and the xnoft fuccefsful war is conftantly liable, 
. the feverejudgment formed by mankind of the 
.wifdom and honefty of all meafures, or the 
contrary^ by the good or ill fuccefs of the 
event only ; thefe, my Lord, are all terrifying, 
very terrifying circumfiancies to the ableft and 
befl; minifter, however his fyftem of condud: 
at hon^ or abroad may be well fornaed^ 
and whether the war in which a nation is in« 
volved be in confequence or not of his own 
cpunfels or of other men. You, my Lord, who 
know the internal force of this country better 
tl^n moll men, have often, I make no doubt^ 
revolved in your mind very ierious confide- 
ridtions on the occafions which began the 

prefent 
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prcfent war, you know what was its objcft, 
what may be expedted to be its end, and 
what are the means that were held once^ ot 
are now held- neceffitry to obtain that objeft,' 
and to bring about rfiat end* Hfow many fears 
are there that a nation making moflnriolent ef* 
forts at a great diftance from home, and in 
every other part of the globe, ihould exhauft 
the force neccflary for its defence in that part 
where its very exigence is ccHiccrned ? for 
how many empires have fallen low into de- 
bility and contenjpt by too vehement and too 
long continued an exertion of the principles by 
which they firilrgrew up to ilrength and pow- 
er ? In carrying (Ml the prefent war, it will be 
. of great importance to confider to what a nice 
point the paper credit of this nation, both of 
a^pubtic and a private nature, which iseqoal-^ 
ly extenfive, may be ftrained with fefety ; 
ihe reflexion will be important, how fkr tSbd 
looms may be deferted, at a time when Wft. 
can fcarce fupply our conquefl^ our ago- 
nies and oorfelves with necefiary manutf^to 
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twcB; how long the plough maybe n^lcdcdi^ 
and the fiqwer of our youth continue to pc-^ 
rifli in the plains of Germany, or of Portugal,^ 
or underneath the^ torrid zone: but above^ 
all, will it be a very ferious fubjed of cohfi- 
dcration, how far the mother- country, he- 
fides the depopulation flie fuffers from, her 
inhabitants, who thus fall in the very arms of 
^dlpry a f^crifice to military glory, can f)if» 
tain the farther depopulation £he fuffers. by 
the multitudes in every war fettling in her 
^plonies y they are well known to cncrcafe ' 
V) double the number of their inhabitants^ 
with a vaO: addition of wealth and power 
i^pm the outfet of a long war : a de^w^ of 
ci^cfeafe v^hich nniay one day prove exceedr 
ipgly. dangerous, whenever the neceffity of 
new- modelling the government of the colonics, 
fliall roufe, as it will roufe undoubtedly^ one 
day or othqr, a fpirit of independency, tha^t 
noyv fleeps unheard pf. 

^ This, n^y Lord, is but a fliort &etch ofthe 
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difficulties that fall to the heavy lot of the itn^ 
^lediate fervants pf the Sovereign : they arc 
indeed dif&culties^ which arifefrom the gene- 
fsl nature of government^ and the circum* 
ftances of the war. But there are other dif^ 
ficulties which arife eliewhere, arid which 
inay grow bigger^ or diminifh^ as fadioa 
pr jgooranqe, or good fenfe and candour (hall 
prevail among thoie/ whofe duty it is to exo^ 
^ube ajndobey« 

. What difficulties can be greater than thofc 
^hich arife from the temper and prejudices of 
^ free people? To preach chaftity to a young 
"^^d paiiionate lover, who holds a beautiful 
IBiftrefs in his arfla&, or ferioufnefs and fo«* 
^riety to a bonvivant already heated with 
^ampagne, would be efteeihed a fruitleft 
and even a ridiculous attempt. But how 
^uch more arduous and even hopele& is Ac 
labour to moderate the paffibns, the avidi^ 
ty and ambition of numbers, who are ca» 
^ble of making diemfbhres of co&£equ€m:» 
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td*govcrftmcnt^ by an iabilitjrand inclmatibn 
at leaft, to do a great deal of mifchicf, if 
riky arc not kept ftrfficiently in humour to do 
t very little good ?• and abovaall, how harrf 
IS. k to fatisfy a general* thirft of conqueft, a 
fery of dominion unnatural, but becoming 
kikbitual to a commercial people h 

' A nation mffamed under foch circumftan-iL 
ces, to whom it may be faid truly, what- 
Demofthenes faid to the Athenians, " your- 
*• $rat$rs have fpoiJed you^^ is not eafily,. 
brought off from the vifionary fchemes of glo- 
ry, which an excefs of adulation has long pre- 
fcntcd to its view. From the fpeaker in the fe* 
Bate to the writer of a news-paper in the gar- 
ret, there feems to be but one view, to ftudy the 
dHpofition of fuch a people, to follow, not to 
kadlt; for whatever the political difeafehajv 
pens to be, tbcfe ftate empirics are furc to re- 
commend nothing but what they firft ^vA is 
perfectly agreeable to their patients, notwith- 
ibnding that fuch a treatment tA their diibr^ 
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^r h pernicious,, and tends only to cncreaic 
the malady. In other words, a nation is to 
te ruined, that a news-paper niay felL 

^y Lord, it is with whole nations as it i$ 
"with private men ; an accumulation of polT^- 
iions only ferves to increafe a violent de%6 
for ftill greater acquifitions* Every conqueft 
opens new views; and theimagination already 
grafps the mines of Chili, Peru, and Mextcgu 
What fubjeds for declamation I every, voice 
and every pen is employed to increafe th^ 
national rage of perpetuating war: and by a 
thirft of military glory we feem to have 
intirely forgot that moderation and equity 
which always gave this nation the greateft 
weight in Europe, becaufe hitherto her objed: 
was to preferve the peace and liberties of Jts 
neighbours inviolate, to excite no jealpufies, 
tovcrufh every attempt of any greater power fqt 
the intire conquering or dividing the dorninions 
of any minor potentate 3 and to obtain over the 
; minds of other nations by equity that i^niycffal 

em- 
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^Xtifitt whkh Louis XIV. attempted in v«in 

-by the force of fleets and armies, lln- 
fortunately for that Prince, the writers of 
hfs nation, more than even his courtiers^ fa^ 
mented his paflion for military exploits by an 

' excels of adulation; and the extreme miferies 
which France fufiered in the end from that 

' warlike fpirit muft be placed in a very great 
degree to their account, fo terrible was the 
cffcfl: which the flatteries of thofe oracles of 
the people had in victorious times upon the 
Ipirit of their Sovereign and of their fellow- 

■' fubjeds. May not the iame cafe unhappily 
become that of a free nation,, which, dazzled 
with the glorious blazle of heroic fentiments> 
may be induced to overlook the juft point 
where to leave oflF and fheath the fword, but 
to be refolved, like the monarch of Epirus, 
not lo fit down and be happy till another 
and another conqueft fliall be added to the fpt^ 

jaxtt without limits .^ 

With refpcft to the conqucfts which wc 

have 
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liave already hiade with fuch unpaodleled 
fuccefs, art we not already embarrafled hoW to 
prefervc them? nor am I fure that it is oUf 
intereft to retain theihi 

The beft writers of all countries, Upon tfib 
fubjecft of commerce and of the intcrefts of 
Europe, fcem to have agreed that the wealth 
of the American world can never be in bettdr 
' hands than in thofe of the Spanifh nation : inaf- 
touch as bullion is the melns of wealth toother 
nations, but Is not reilly wealth itfelf, being on- 
ly the vehicle for interchanging the-prbduce Of 
induftry. It is the number of jpeople, the induC* 
try, the valour, the fpirit of a nation, which 
conftitute the real wealth of it, and in fuch 
refpedls bullion is not intriniic4lly more Valu- 
able than paper, leather, the iron rings b£ 
the Lacedemonians, or the (hells called cou- 
rycs, which are ufed for traffic by Eaflef jj^ 
nations. What beggary, whgt pride, whkt 
indolence, what depopulation to SpaiA, has 
been derived, from her nunes of gold aixd fi(- 
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Ver? No fooner ^oes the fleet, laden with tEfe 
wealth of America, arrive, than this vaft mafo 
. oif bullion quits the royal treafury and circulates 
all over Europe with rapidity to pay for com- 
modities even neccffary for the fuftenance of 
Kfe to the inhabitants of Spain, which other 
kiduftrious nations poffefs over and above their 
ovvn confumption* What then might be the 
confequence of the mines of America being 
annexed for ever to the po0cfSons of Great 
Britain is a fubjed which for my own part I 
confider wkh terror: already arc we vitiated 
fufficiently by our commerce, and (hall doubt- 
lefs pcrifh by the means of that very commerce 
which has made us great. Whoever retiie'm- 
bers the efFeft which the mere expedlation 
of the South-feas being opened in a very fmall 
degree to the Britifli nation had upon the 
minds of the people, from the confufion, the 
excefs, the, madnefs of thoie times, may 
eafily form an idea of the effedt which the 
in tire and adual poiTeffion of all the wealth 
t of. the American mines would have upon the 

mao- 



lS9l 

manners of this people. In fuch a fituation 

the world's vidiors would be fubdaed very , 
foqn by their own vices. Luxury, profufion, * 
and the want of every principle pf good go- 
vernment and fubordlnation in all orders of 
fijen would bring on effeminacy, indolence, 
depopulation, and all the wretched train of 

^ mifery that accompanies the degeneracy oP 
every great nation. Spain, before the dif- 
covery of the Indies, was full of people,' 
brave and free. What (he is now, our fuccefs 
has fhewn us, weak, contemptible, and vul- 
nerable in every part. If therefore we have 
any defire to preferve to our country all that 
is dear to it, and can make it wife, moderate, 
virtuous and happy, let us not indulge thfe 
avarice of a few particular men j and I hope 
never to fee a war carried on, or a paclf^• 

. cation made, upon principles folely mercan- 
tile, or which are dictated by a fpirit of 
funding. What muft be the war, what 
muft be the peace of a nation of flock- 
jobbers ? 
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I cxpcpt merchants, who arc truly h^ men 
of real property and honour, but to fuch ar 
fort of m^n as thcfc are who fport with the 
properties of us all, it would hardly be toQ 
cqarfc to fey in the language of Shakefpear's 
tribune to the Roman rabble bawling at his 
becls, " Oitt, han|^ ye dogs, ye like nor war 
^^ qor peace/' But if any fadlion can be perni- 
cious ia a ftate, it i§ a faction of merchants, 
^len nurfed in the narrow paths of life, inca- 
pable even of forming any extenfive ideas of ge- 
neral comnpicrce,but pnly reafoning from thof? 
acquired by thexiV \^ ^ particular corner pf the 
vaft complicated rnachinc of hugian interr 
courfe ip tl^ change of propertjr, are certainly 
very ill judges of. the great intereft of nations, 
refpeiling their internal and external forces, 
?ind the relation they bear to the reft of the 
powers of Europe with whiqji they are fi^- 
- rpupdcd, 

There is alfo another objedtion to the 
opinions of mercantile men prevailing in the 

govern- 
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government of a kingdom. Merchants are 
fo little in fadt the fubjedls of any one nation, * 
that the law of nations has very properly 
confidered them as divefted of their original 
national charadter, by their occafional and 
frequent adoptions of another chara£ter horn 
time to time taken, as it fuits their interefl:, 
from the place of their refidence, where they 
are faid to be domiciled for the purpofes <5f 
tr^de. Thus an Englifh merchant in France 
is confidered as a Frenchman, and a French* 
man refident in England as an Englishman; 
They form a kind of republic in the heart of all 
countries, independent of the places of their 
birth, and their conne<9ions even with that 
very government under the protedtion of 
which they refidc are extremely weak. 

Thus, in the midft of the nwft general 
war, . there is a chain of mercantile interefU 
running through the midft of the belligerant 
kingdoms, and linking in very clofe fociety 
inep;^ who^ as nativ^^ and vai&ls of thi$ or 

that 
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that Sovereign,- are; fuppofcd -tg .be in t^ie 
utmoft epnxity poffil^le. Laudable indeed . is. 
^ this fyftem, of .humanity, that couotera^ts fo . 
happily the cruelty of the d[iviii9ps that arife 
from the aml^iti^n of princes^ and which 
ffxves to fufpend and rpitigatc t)ie rigpurs of 
war, the fcourge of human nature. But 
j»erchant6 puft not fet up for the governors, 
of kingdoms, . . 

.. AUhpugh in details ^rf" any particujai? 
tfftR^h of commerpe, mercantile naen iv^ %q 
be heard, and even fought for and con-^ 
fiiltcd^ :it ij ;tjie e:^lt^ buiinef?^. of fuperioi^ 
minds to. drA>y. geii^ajl coRclift^ions fron;i*jth9 
eomplex of pa$i0pal int^reAs, ^ to plap; 
the glory, power, iifld.prpfperijty of a country 
upon an extenfive, folid, and^ lading bafis^ 
fekre i^ the gi^eat province of ft fif ni and^en- 
lightebed nwiifter $ and uponfuch 9 fabje<3; jc 
wit .require no little courage to wiAftand the 
ftvftriceof particular ipen, wJiwUic glory of fi 
fwtiofr feems uiwted m a^comnjon caufeof defic- 
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ingto ittain apcrpiamty ^rlidUtliraite in io- 
rtiinions ftddy acquired t)y viiftoribus aWB«, 
It is no wonder, if in the midft of conqiicft«, 
and thefoiindsdf triutnph, the ftill fmall voice 
of deep thought and peaceful nicditation can- 
Hot ^be heard, which reprefents with forrow the 
Weaknefs, the mifery of even the moft fuc- 
cefsful conquerors, the depopulation of king- 
doms, and the efFufion of human blood, 
poured forth like water over the face of the 
whole earth. 

Were we to inddlge defcription upon this 
fubjeft, how terrible a pifture Would the"'' 
prefcfnt general war offer to the ejrcs of meh? 
Happy as our own nation has been, in the 
coilffe of it, yet what numerous, and once fc- 
fpeftablefamilics among us hfave funk into ex- 
treme indigence from the fuddenfluftuatiohs 
of property ? It is a very akmiing^colifidcrati- 
on, when we think of the great decreafe of the 
"value of the capital ftock df the fevcrarpubHc 
funds^decrcafing in proportion to the additioaal 
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.ftftck created upoa every new loan imtrerf 
.year o^ the war, to Q> prodigious an amounti 
,and fo much jto the prejudice of the dnttent 
creditors of the public^ Acfupporters of govern- 
ment and the proteftanteftablifhment, in the 
. worft of times. l)t is very painful to refle<3: upoii 
. the eno'eafe of taxes upon all the neceflkry arti-" 
,cles of life^ and even upon our own manufac- 
tures themfelves, beiides the number of taxes 
. nuining almoft in a circle, fo that they tre^d up- 
on one another, inafmuch as the/ame things 
feein to be taxed more than once ; befides the 
revenue of them being mortgaged in fuch a 
' manner, that there are no .probable hopies of 
their ceafing, .but by paying off, or annihilate 
ing the capital to which they are deftin?d fqr 
the interefl ; and that above all, how terrible 
is the confideration that a whole nation liv-^ 
ing like a private man upoo^ its principal^ f^iuft^ 
of neceffity, like a private .man at laft put a 
flop to its payments ! The vifible decreaft of 
people in two wars fo near each othei:. in 
. point gf time, is alfo a very ftriking reflec- 
tion 
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tton to thofe who obfcrvfe what children, 
old, and decrepit men have been taken into 
our late levies of new troops; by which great 
numbers of officers have been created at apro- 
digious expence, when it was thought more 
expedient by fomc very intelligent command- 
ers to recruit pcrfedlly the old coVfis. ' *No- 
thing is fo apparent as the monopolizing fpi- 
rit of trade, availing itfelf of the prefent de- 
mands of government in fo high a 9pgrec 
as to create diftrefs of the common necefla- 
rics of life in the midft of abundance. The 
Want of hands in all our manufadhires, the 
almoft impoffibility of procuring them in the 
bufineiles of building and hufbandry, are all 
painful fads, and too generally felt for it 
not to be confeffed, that the efforts of this' 
nsjtion have already brought on weakneffes 
upon it which will require great time, atten- 
tehtibn, and wifdom to remedy. Were it 
lioffible for Great Britain to put out both 
eyes of France, (he muft lofe one of her own. 
And I am inclined to think that a balance - 
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qf commerce In a certain degree, may be as 
pieful and necefTary to England^ and to the 
reft oi the nations of Eurppe, as a balance of 
power ; iince each nation ought to have 
fomething left to interchange with another ; 
pther wife were it. pofSble that one fhould 
grafp the whole of commerce, and the reft 
be left bare as the wild favages of America, 
where would be that commutation, that cir- 
culation of property, the great fources of in- 
duftry, which conftitute the happinefs of in- 
dividuals, and the real injtereft of every nati- 
on as a diftlndt fociety ? Thefe difficulties, 
tbefe evils then, which I have mentioned, will 
fall to the painful lot of the minifter who 
fliall make a peace for this nation. Ckher 
xjien will bear the glories of its xronquefts, and 
. exult in its treafures -, he only muft heal the 
wounds, fuppoft the falling, build up again 
the fallen parts, reunite the divided, and 
ftrengthen the whole of government. It is 
undoubtedly much eafier to carry on the war, 
and to follow the general bent of popular iur 
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dinatibns, as it is cifier to pufli a vaft weight 
roHing* down the hill with an ehcreafing velo- 
city, than to urge it up wifh labour to its 
luoimit, and fix it there upon a folid bafisf. 
Greater thercJFore will be the obligations of 
this country to the man, Who (hall difentan- 
gle the complicated intercfts of the feveral 
powers at war, and provide for the prcfent 
honour, and future fafety of the nation at this 
crifis, than to all the miniftcrs who have un- 
dertaken before in any period the reins of a 
Britifh admmiftration. But how little can it 
bcexpe<5ed, niy Lord, thatftich a'bufinife 
will be complcated with fuccefs, if the hands 
of the Sovereign or his fervants are not left' 
at pcrfcift liberty, fo that their abilities and 
their integrity, their zeal for the public good, 
may have a fair and open field left for their 
otmoft exertion > Were it poffible to conceive 
that there fliould exift any fadion in the ftate 
equally defirous of pacification, yet that fuch 
a faftion fhould be determined to ruin, if 
poffible, a bufincfs of fo much difficulty in 
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its own nature, becaufc it is not it& own work^ 
or to hunt the maker of it down hereafter,. 
as a vidim to public difcontent, for imper- 
fc<aions of which that very faftioft was the 
caufe, fuch a fituation of a kingdom would be 
confidcred by all good men as deplorable in 
the higheft degree. 

Befides all this, my Lord, were the im- 
moderate expeiSlations of mankind no bar 
to the. fuccefs of a minifter in forming a plan 
of pacification at the fanie time that he i» 
pufliing on of necefjity a war in its utmoft 
extent, yet fo foon as a peace being comjdeat-- 
cd (hould . give an opportunity to redrefe all 
thofe abufes in offices, which, in proportioa 
to the neceflities of fuch difficult tinaes, ever 
did and ever will creep into all governments, 
the jjneafmefs occafioned by reforming fuch. 
abufes to thofe who fuffer by thcTeformation, 
will take a thoufand colours, and load the 
head pf the minifter with vengeance from 
every quarter. The very expeftation of fuch 
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reformations taking pkce as the fuppofed con*^ 
iequence of a peace is almoft fufiicient to arm 
every commander, contractor, monopolizer,' 
commiflary, and every dependent of office 
againft it inautnediately. ' y ^ 

It is very remarkable in the celebrated 
memoirs of the Duke de Sully, that when 
that great minifter. attempted to regulate the 
exceffive abuies inveterately rooted in the 
French government, and which were the 
fources of all lt6 debility, there was fcarcely 
a commiffioner in any one department thatt 
did not boldly unite to embarrafs the bufine^ 
of the King ; the Duke d'Epemon, irritated 
to the laft degree, fent a challenge to Sully, 
the efFed of which was only prevtiited by 
Henry IV. faying publicly, ''that if thef 
fought, he would be Sully's fecond 5" at laft 
the cabals againft Sully rofe fo high in the 
court, diat the King, befieged by the fadlibii 
of Sully's enemies, advifed him to take care, 
for that though he would ftand by him ar 
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kmg iL9' he eould, y^t if he made one flip,' 
his r»in was inevitably determined. So liard 
k" is, my I>rd, 'for a man of icknovdcdged 
integrity and aMhietf taa6l iipon real prindples 
of fidelity to his prmce- and country, without 
braving the utmoft abufe, oppofition, and even 

i^evdigefxil attacfes. 

I..... ./ .*- ■ - •■' - • '- • '" "• 

.^-•.B«t is it not'fingulari my ^^ord, that the 
bcft Dfttn at the head of alf governments have 
hecti attdfcbed, at one time oi* other of their 
lyies^ in this manner, without ^hy plaufible 
ffiafons given for the vioteilt oppofition made 
to their nacafttras? 

Lj. ..■;.: , : ".' ,.i'.- ■ - ^ ^. ' .^ - 

/ ThiWi myLondy ycfu mu^l-be very fenfible^ 
%|t ^ the preijsiit crifis, what '. a clamour^ with> 
the .utmoft degrep of viri^ence, l^as been 
miSpd, ag^mft. a fiiigle perfon ; and I do not 
know ;that Qne better reafon has been offered^ 
, ^ th»t(. qlamour among the- general body of 
ti^e people,( thmi that' of thp ill-tempered and 
jjgnorant Athfefli^o cirizep to Ariftides himfclf 
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for the banhhment of him^ ^' that be dklrddt 
know him, and did not like him/' \' 

When therefore no. objciaion can be take^ 
from any thing known and proved againft ^ 
great man, fomething muft be faid ^ and any 
thing may be faid, to fupport the views of 
a fadion. There is a very ilriking inftancc 
of this artifice in the in^ncy of the Roman 
republic. Junius Brutus, as it is fufpecfied, 
entertained fome jealoufy of his fellow conful 
fharing in the glory of that eftabliflimcnt 
The chaaiJter of Brutus^ who was bred in 
the court of Tarquin, and who, while he 
remained in it, artfully afFedled the manners 
of an idiot, appears to have been that of a 
very fubtle courtier : his firft ftep, after the c- 
flabllfhment of the new government, was to in- 
finuate among the multitude thathis colleague, 
Tarquinius Collatinus, being of a diflant branch 
of the abdicated monarch, was not a fafe perfon 
to be intrufled with power. The bulk of 
mankind generally talk one after another; and 

the 
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.^Ihc ranltitiidc, as ufual, caught the word ^^ A 
^arqumiari* from their 1ca3ers. All the prin- 
cipal perfons in the ftate entered into the views 
tjf Brutus* Brutus at length harangued his 
colkague^ before the people: he recited tfic 
liiftoty of the Tarquin family, the danger* oF 
it to the revolution, and liberty of the people,, 
and concluded the whole with laying, Auftt 
innc notnentzmmi nonplacere nomen. CoUali- 
nus, who bore an admirable charafter in pri- 
vate and in public life, being of a mild and 
thnid difpoiition, yielded to the'faftion which 
he faw was powerfully turned againft him, 
and laid down the fafccs, becaufe his name 
was not agreeable to the people j or rather 
becaufe his virtues were not agreeable to 
Btuttrs. 

Such are the unhappy efFedts of an excefs 
of emulation in every free flate, which often 
lofes the joint affiftance of the befl citizens in 
its greateft ncceflities, from an incompatibility 
of their manners, and too great a degree ot 
anibition to be alone in Authority. I 



' IfeeUevc, MY tor4> y<^ wiiJl ,^I(>w tW 
Ibe preJMiiguig of pvblic meafpr^S: bjesiGoro thPS^ 
ure kftotieo^ qr g»»tnpt5»g to 4«SI*te ;tb«i», is 
«iothrr gm« rdifil^^ ls> mUiiftejiB $ g'p»<StMp 
iieither very pnidcot in it£blf> nor very ea6fiAv 
4sat with dbe cxKuftituiiorb l^y a^: ttf^ 
tbat kw^ ifi any eorpoqate body pthor tlilfi 
i^ «^ D£ff^itknx tof^im^nt^MPd tfarcBtgh 
that otio&itittkoaal duumd up to itlie tbnw^ 
docs greatly tend to diftrefs government in 
txidc^ tipies. In fuch times it k very-ijan'* 
-gsroiu to cr^eaie and introduoe a £o\v:$k jdh^^ 
CM it were, of a 4emocratica} kmd ioto tl^ 
^ooBilJlvt^n, and which h, tharejfoFe mos^ 
liable in its nature to be played oiF as an^n^mb 
againft goirernment by the arte of any able 
fet of men who have a private intereft in 
inflaming others not quite fo wife as them- 
fehes^ and whidi engine the jpnenoies: of a 
nation may have power to make ufc of no lc& 
than faiSious fulijedts. " L'aveuglement dds 
^* bien intentionnez'% which was Jthe cafe of 
many men in England in the time of 

L - Charts 
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Charles L fays the very fenfible Cardinal de 
Rct:^, who undcrftood the game of a fadion 
as well as any man who ever headed one in 
any country, " eft fuivi poiir Tordinaire bien- 
-** t6t aprcs de la penetration de ceux qui'me- 
** lent la pafHon et la fadion dans les interets 
*^ publics,^ et qjii voyent Ic futur et le poffiblc, 
. ^' dans le terns que les compagnies reglees ne 
" fongent qu*au prefent et Tapparent." 

Even the feckihg a redfcfs of grievances, 
my Lord, out of the regular channel of ap- 
plication, I apprehend ought to be. carefully 
avoided by every man who. wiflies to pfeferve 
the form of our admirable conftitutidn, which 
ihouldbe, like the ark of Ifrael, inviolable 
and untouched} but the dictation of meafures 
from corporate bodies to the throne much 
mgre fo ought to be avoided^ as it tends to 
deftroy fubordination of every kind, and feems 
to be as much an encroachment upon the 
rights of parliament to reprefent the copiplex 
fenfe of the nation, as upon the conftitutional 
powers pf the crown. From 
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From the levelling principles in the general . 
civil war of Charles I. which branched out 
into fuch various fets of men, all of which 
ftruggled hard to govern the kingdom in their 
own way, f^rung up at laft the neceflity of 
one power to govern all, without controul, . 
under Cromwell : and the dread of the fame 
efFeiSs of anarchy or arbitrary power at any 
future period, from the fame kind of caufes, 
ihould make every good and wife man exert 
himfelf, whenever he can, to difcourage the 
increafe of any unparliamentary force in the 
ftate. The city of London is therefore greatly 
to be applauded, that, in its late addrefs to 
bis Majefty, it has fliewn fo much wifdom, 
coolnefs, and moderation. It may ihdeed 
have difappointed many warm unthinking, 
but well-meaning men, who wifhed perhaps 
to ha.vc heard the citizens of London in- 
ftrudling the throne, and affuming even the 
rights of Sovereignty. I dare fay that the 
city of London will have no reafon to repent 
of its more laudable condudt, and that it may 

L 2 very 
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very ftjfely i*ely on his Majefty- s undoubted 
vratchftrbeft ovtv the true intcrefts of all his 
people. Whcireas every act that tends to create 
diffidence, diftruft, and jealoufy between hid 
Majefty arid his people, <J:afi only be (he moft 
agreeable circumftance pofiibk to the inv«- 
tetate ctieniies of bach. 

It is an unhappinefs, .and a VjOry great dif-t 
tfouragement, my Lord^ to every perfon in tht, 
execution of his duty in high offices in a free 
govefftment^that every little retailer of politics 
fixpedts to have the varipus^plans, nay evea 
the very fanSium fan^ortm .of government, 
laid opitti.aild juftified to the eyes of prying 
mul^des at home^ and of cotirfe to tho 
enemies of < the ftate abroad, in order that a 
f<pw talking idle men may be able to figwc in 
their Uttlp fepat^s, and iit attentive to thdr 
own appUufes in judgmient upbn thoie who 
ihculd'be their governors. The great, thr 
imiportal Scipio, who aaihed the rival. of: 
the Roman poWjer, (^om|^ined to the feoacte 

in 
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» 

in the ferereft terms }uft before he fet oat opon 
the expedition againft €^ithage, of the hiA 
effeds which thefe minute critics of the fhtd' 
oecafiofied; whHe they ruined the rcputdtiofl 
of the ableft men of Rome, and fpreiul firbin 
bdrbers fhops, and from other hdtifetf of in<^ 
dolettt fdfort, and the walks upohtheibrtkAi;" 
by ifHiSt reports infiuny upon government 
d!(bonteAty and even fecfition into every dk*- 
rler of the Roolan emfHre. 

' Popular opinions, my Lord, may be too' 
much defpvfed and negk£ied. . Thole at tho' 
head of government, whO have thought they ' 
tdwtys ought to be f<^ have fometimes fofl^r^ 
for that affeidatioil of faidifltrence} and who* 
efer ^refore attempts to diredt thte violenf 
curfent of popular opinions into thtir due 
chantMl of mith. With candor ahd integrity, 
I believe yoo will be pleafed to think, doe^ 
fiyflle litde fitrvice 1<0 his country. In this 
kagaage criT one of the Claflics, whom I am 
the more hberal attd fregucot in quoting 

well 
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wdl knowing your refped: for them, Necemm 
isfolus reipublica prodeji qui candidates extrahit 
et tuetur reosy fed qui juventutem exhort atur^ qui 
in tanta bonorum praceptorum inopia virtufe 
injirmt animos^ qui ad pecuniam luxuriamque 
curfu ruentesy prenfat ac retrabit^ et Ji nihil 
aliudy certe moratur. How much, my Lord, 
and how ufefuUy your example and your fen- 
tiraents will have an influence upon the opi- 
nions and condufl: of others I need not repeat;, 
forif any map is fenfible, you, my Lord, of 
all men, are fenfible how hard - a taik it is t^ 
prefide in the counfels of a ftate where thofc 
counfels mufl: take a conflant bias from the 
condition of it, which in this kingdom is that 
of immenfe opulence in particulars, and great 
indigfence in the general ; where every exceed- 
ingly rich family is of courf? a fadion ; every 
able mad's luxury and want a fpur to his opr 
pofition, and every the leaft ill fucccfs is the 
difmay of a wealthy,' difcontented, uncertain 
and jealous people, as eafily depreiTed, as it i; 
often immoderately elevated/ 

Much 
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r Much thcrjcfd-e ought tQ:te^ allowed to 

.thofc who arc caUe(i.to^the.mpf^;ar4upus[4^ 

of affifting tbiir Soycr^gftjifit!|bc :bu/in§^.9Jf 
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-nxjinthis view? there is onC|jf|)|nt, wWch ;I 
.t)iight mkteriallgr to obferv^ yei^f efpc£t toj^c 
•^uation of ^nyj ictitnt^i^f^tvi^n^ of ik^ 
4cQwn,. whoever.hfl^.iiQiKtPt 0?»n be^^re^ 
4er» and to wbpm; the principal bofineis ofiexe^ 
tuting t&e plao'of pacification (hall be deLg- 
. gated at thii grifis by the authority of the 
.crown. Of in cafe of . its failure the province 
-df carrying on the plan of the war.* .;n;< T! 

The point I mean is, my Lord, th^tj^it 
is abfolutely neceflary for the public; fcif^iK^ 
:if ever ^e. are to have a peace,; that{as lijijl 
,powers {hottld be indulged to the: minifter.faf 
the peace, whoever he fhall be^ as have been 
-allowed to the minifter of the war. . By tjiis 
.means the latter ha^ proved fuc^efsfulbeyQnd 
•our mof( fanguine expi^Aations,. and by^^^js 

rheans 
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, mams ^ former only can be escpeded to be 

e|!>lained wkh hcmour, uAUty and permanen^^ 

, 17^10111 iaid tbemttiifter of the war^ I meant 

the late minifter of it ^ for hitherto tlie wv 

, ha$ been carried on widi the fame fpirit as 

that which ilrft reuled this nathm from its Ian- 

, fDOf} the arai of power (betched forth widt 

«ftt!i^ whole oallaAMlibrQ^ of the& luogi* 

doms bas not bfeM wkhdnrwn or n:laX64 

.nor haiilfae planof oonduAtng At war, in ot^ 

iktio proeure a peace, been bolftered i^ widi 

tenpeiraty expedients, that weak and woror 

twt fbp^xM of lame and impotetit polities. 

Nothing has been cramped, nothing trnfup^ 

(died; nor can we make the lead doubt of the 

iamte teaor of conduct being ftiU maintained 

4»ilib'the utn^ refolutiojn by tho& fetCoas 

wlio luwe the honour to advife his MajeAy at 

ibis lime, if the fpirit of ie^^, preTaricatioq, 

and* IbeiTe fiiodd. difcover itfelf as 4sfii;al iM 

^ihe part of France in , the c^urie jof any ne«^ 

^otiadons (or peace. .His Majefty Icooim 

what 4s due to his^wa idignity, and io the m^ 

iegrity 



tegrity and ihoderation Whic& he ha6 fije^«d 
' to his enemies and the world/ In the iMiStA 
''time nothing can tend more to ih^ke this 
nation happy> either in the continuance oit-ff 
juft and neceflary war, or in fixing a phtk^d 
general pacificatibh, than that thofe grtii 
perfons, whofe province it' is tO cc^ntJbd'bdtt 
the.one and the oth^ '^dold'i^ ^iKiAfit 
difficblties froib any oppofition at h(Hh4} .'^61 
advantage of which oppofiti(Mi can ority refiflt 
'to the general eniemy, Wh6 will -nndoubebdlf 
rife in his demiuids from time to tinfe ii^cflf 
the Britiih miniftry in propoitionf as he fifids 
them embarrafled by aay violent obftacles 
placed in their way at home. 

The early precautions takoi; my Ldr^ 
the plans purfued^ and moft fucceftfuUy ex* 
ecuted with regard to the Spanish war, are sill 
%isff£fwenibl6 proof how very fihcere alid up- 
tight were the fentiments ot thofe fervants 6f 
his Majcfty, who differed with andthcf g^At 
tnan in their opinions of the real inMtitidns 

M «f 



of $0^ ' U ^ to \» laoiented dut tiK 
pf^rm^ of his teooper, tlici coofcbofhefit ol 
|ni>o«|| vaft powers 9aA ^ degree of cntlni«^ 
$gfifi 9ii|)p4 t^ e^erjr Kbp(ft6r mbd, induced 
Imi m (a ftff i^S^ah acrifis towithdm 
$Km ^ SoTJsreigft, an^ Ins eoootry, bi^ 
^km ^ ^»9!fitii^ md evoi fo baceffity t^ 
Im^ ^ IP: fioajBder bis own. honoor h 
4flq>lj^ IHtpf eftqd il be coofideted it; not in 
figr 4i|^9Q^. of <^iniati ibout tbe meafure 
I^^epef4> ^^1 al^om tlft poiot of tioung it^ 
^ ibe i^j^jied^g only the retotii of "a 

Wm^S ^^ ^ pQ6^9MX^Wk of tbttSpiSH^ 

The event, 'my Lord, fccms to have fliewcd 
tjjliat l|io lAtQTeAii of thik oatioq have not been 
a| til pri^tMHcdd by Ae ckl^y of the me^forei 
<^ ^ Sf»ni[flk wat} for it was certaiiih|r «i' 
advacitage that the Brkifh fubjedb in Spaift ii» 
coniequence of ^t deky gained time to fct^ 
tie their a&irs there> aiid to remove thcm«- 
iidlvca and their ei&^:{ £x h«d ^s. gcnrem-- 

fflent 



^iindi^w ii«£pua.is» wiihoqtapor obfervtuMk 
of. the Ul# «f oiftwbs» tfaSs uopelDp%rflMg^ 
haM hetai aOnidfad . wtUi cpnfeqhcnct^ yptfiu 
^AQ^etlow to ibe pitDpardes^ .a^d :p!Brhif». ^m 
^ ^kClbns c^ »U jtbc Bfitiib fubjeds rofid|H^ 

-• ■ ., : ; . .: . •. _ •; ^^i 

^KiiQ btive ndW (iicceeded,; th^ bac^wv4n«fti 
imv^ \3fr ^ BritiOi nation fo co^uncnq^ 
heftUitifs willip^ovt ap fiqall moans towar^H 
£u^ibuing a peace withr.that power^ or a>|^ 
^xsnding ftill £u:tber our conquefts over iti 
colonvffi as-itiurniflxes the moA conviocing, 
graoC sod3)I& to the whole; Spai^ih oation,. 
that Great Britain conquers unwillingly^ ao4. 
feels the utmoft ccocern for a people whoile 
naturial intcrefll (he* efteems as Her own. 
While oar arms. aae thus eacrted* neither, 
v^ a fjurit of avaripe,. reveiM^ or. amt»tipq^ 
frc.maj( ezppft the fame coaffoaapcf of o^, 
tafivcfiicod^ ^^^m^haw hitherto capyed,, 

M jz an4 
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tod the fame iblidity of influeticey wlieriever 
oat arms (hall be laid down, over the r^ of* 
£iirO|)e. The opinion which the fubjcAs of 
ill other nations will entertain of the advan*. 
tiiges experienced by entering ^to our alliance^' 
or' becoming united to u$ as fcUow*rub^ds/ 
their ideas of our equity and moddratibh Wil^ 
fupport the power we have obtained by the 
force of fleets and armre^, when thofe violent 
m^ns (hail be ho longer exerted. Thus the- 
virtues of 6ld Rome fiibdued more of h«f ^ 
enemies, than even het* firm legionary vetc-^ 
f9i}ji/and vidrdriburea^es: and I hopCi imy 
Lord, Aat we fhall be able to apply to our 
own country the' fame^glorbuseulogium aswas^ 
addrefled to the immortal '^nius of that great 
jiepubiicy 

JOh te minorm quqd geris tmpera$. '^ 

ry that tber difpc^tiDin of the times makftit 

ib trery proper Ibr me to prdTs' again thie ifn« 

pj^nce and ticceShj of foH pimers at thir 

*"" * orifis 
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crifis being allowed to the fervants of hit 
Majeftyj whoever they ape or maybe. I 
woald detrad from no man's merit in con* 
duAing a war or carrying on a negotiation*' 
It is no detrai3ion from the^oniihing abi«* 
lities pf the Sovereign of Pruffia, to fay that' 
his fuccefs furpafling the bounds of all human' 
expedation, 4s owing under providence to tlM- 
uncontrollable power he pofieffes as ^n abfoiute 
Sovereign at the head of his people and his 
airtnies; as tibe ear, the eye/ the informing 
ipirit of the coMeaed force of all his fubjcdt? 
If 18 well known, diat the fuccefs of the Duke* 
of Marlborough, that able flatefman as well 
as foldier, both with regard to war and peace, 
would have been much greater than it was, 
had not the Dutch deputies cramped his opera- 
ti<ms of the one in the field, and a fadion at 
homie the other in the council Many French 
generals have failed in undertakings of th<r 
Idgheft importanpe, by being fettered with 
plans formed not in the camp and upon ^ 
^ne oSz&iqn, but in the cabinets of priefts^ 
•' -> women^ 



%Bf^ r^%- cxp^idlem. Bttt. tjnett: » set tim^ 
talgfin iol ^ «gfis 9ryl emnt»elii h«v€ aii^ndeil 

1m: (oroMUDied^ wibmi ^m- comqwffiwr in* 
hmi^cmmptii t^rmeromr poxrera; 

^^:giiie^Q(aii9C to all thf mtkins in Eiiroffi^' 

^ toiqg QQtlil9g^ilod«cickd,, and (faalh||rQ<^ 
vi^ e09f3»ally.' ^ ihsitaqmtf of, thi&:c<M)iVn 

crW94m9[?gp9).a9dfar^ibQ^itfrunlMp^)ra)liai 
yrM^^ gr(ian(3d,ui)4«r>t|)e fevevdk fcoitfg^ 

9f: thi$; cftonfty; Pftly ; if I •%; to worijitffiyi 
i^dj is axduott9 beyond imcAfiMvtri i»yr^ 
^edwkkfiidikdifflrallicMbttnoitii^ 
, con- 



iiice can funtioohf ih«m> bey<>nd ^^A^/Sfdj^ 
lyftvery wafi then 1 aik, ^oes ie hot lMK:6tHb 
«very honeft msa to join iU &Mm Attd hithilk 
«» kfl^n thofe didioilties ti tAtteb 99 poflibH 
««ad )o pudk tht; vtflbl into if6it?^ 

, " ' . ^. 

Tbe oVierv&dOfM I h«ve 'pk nOfr tt^ait. 
will fhow, my Lord) that I mean not to lef- 
tea the ol>ligafkMM we all have, «aid ilitme 
be tathofe wholhiok we haTenea^taanM^, 
^o undcrto^ to ^de the vtSA In its great*-. . 
eft danger, with th» utmoft ctmtttgt and {lii.> 
tR^kf, vrhie» I % that it wa« fomefitihj; 
^ towards his particolar foceefe^ ^e he ^aM* 
ned, advifedt and executed withouf eontttt^ 
didioo, that he borrowed &k m^edty of 
odiersy to vk his pwa txpedSmy and Hid. 
hn was fodered to eatry every thing" his owit 
length, tead qaite in his own way. This WitJf 
aniodulgefltae certainly uncommon in a ifif&! 
fi^ and t^ch hit enemfes expeased* iti ibr 
wann a tmo- woold hare pewcd his" niin, by 

fome 
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iome great difappcuntmeiit, or by ^makihg.him 
fcarce mafter of his temper^ by too mttch 
£accc&. Hiftory is full of examples that 
tncouraged fuch expedtatioDS. . To an exceft 
of power and confidence of enterprize were 
owing the fate of the fiunous author of the 
revolution at Naples^ and the King of Prufl&'s 
misfortunes after the vidory of Pmgut« ' 

An unbounded power was Heceflary ifi this 
country to be invefted in a fingle man under 
the preifingjand terrible circuniflances.of.the 
times I allude to. You thought it fo^ . rny 
Lord, and had weight enough with your 
Sovereign to make him thinkfo too; your 
entreaties^ your tears. It is : faid, ' prevailed* 
Like another Dictator of the Roman fbte, in 
ticoes of uncommon danger armed witii:.the 
force of zfenatus confukumy ne qjitd detrimcMi 
caperet refpublica^ one man ahnoft alode af-* 
fumed the whole power of Britiih governno^nt 
in the condudt of the war, and w:as fucceCsful i 
fuccefsful beyond x)ur moft fanguine^h^^Sy 

and 



[89.1 
and the v^iiHes of his own enetnie;, ,an4 of 
the enemies of his country*. . : 

It is with pain I recall to mind the general^ 
depreffion, the panic of this nation at that time. 
What weaknefs, what unpertainty, what tre- 
pidation ie the ftate 1 what^alarmSj ,]vhat cla« 
moursi what difcontent^ divifion^^ and dif- 
trefs were heard and feen among particulars I 
Thanks, my Lord, to that great man, and 
thanks to your Grace for fupporting him; 
a fpirit of concord, of determination was raif- 
ed in this country and government, which 
fixed its conduct, rbufed it from its indeciiion 
and ilumber, and has crowned it with, unparal- 
leled fucceiires in every part of theglobe* 

But, my Lord, inafpiuch as the unravelling 
and winding up the whole is more important 
•and difficult than drawing out the clue, I ap- 
prehend the propofition to be Clearly efta- 
.blifhed, that the prefent crifis demands a Dio- 
tator pf peace as well as there has been one 
' . N " of 
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tj( ihan I <ttily wifli- th< duty whkh hftabn. 
ta be dUcharged wero eqtully adapted » 
fka£c and iatisfy the- views of all men} and 
fittt the pifh t» he trod ' now were as eafy to 
fi»dand«>beffddj «ft that «fhk:h has • bqia 
trbd before $ illid that it were ttnenbtrraibd 
wi^ ikonUi and fimple in its porAiit} « 
|M^, t^idi^ib few men even of-tfae.greaieft 
CQnrage, - and even of the greateft pbpularitj^ 
leib-I n&ay^vent^eto fay, dare to tread. Yet 
I hope no man's Intereft in ^une or power 
trill fo far dired his cobdud at this awfut 
toifis, wh^nlh^ Divine ProvkieiMe Ka6 pitt 
iMb the hatkfe of lialsi nation the ballanoe^ 
itsfiite bistween kfelf and its enemies, aata 
induce him to rc^e lending his affiftaneei^ 
preferve unanimity and mutual confidence 
itoongft OS. 

• iievf many men, I fear, my Lord, ibr 

' their own fakes> will (hrink Aom touchit^ 

"^at eiKHitootts weight of public interefts whidi 

has long been labouring up the fteep ol* every 
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(ftdieti)^} and- is marly placed upod its $am^ 
jacAtf to- fix there for «ver the glory ^nd 
^city of the Britifh naiMn oo a fiiUd bafif. 
Our waat of ufmmity doiac cao occafion 
tius v^ weight to recoitopoa m to ow 
deftnidfiDRs and whoever the man ihall b^ 
I can act who he i«« who diaU efied if 
''tiHlwng a wotki wiU deierve iroiQ his cauop 
Iry^ «nd ftom » mor? grateful posterity, tl^ 

i^hd^hoQOU^ thp|t«mbe.pa^ toapoortii 

i--g--- 

*epnB« ' • f 

^ I thml^ Qiy ii^dt J need % no. more tp 

^yoorupiMijtliis^hiCAd M^ho are (b well cooyinced 

"cf-thefoeceflity asd foiu^datio^ ^ 4heie gre^ 

imdibleiimtratbf t to:y{}p, j9iy l^rd^ who ha^e 

'k iaaaach 10 -ymtf p9wer, aqd, I flatter m^- 

6^, ib very mtiii) K^yiouriwUnaitiop, to ilai^d 

c fertih ia diefi^ Unt^. <9f intemperate heats and 

'iniftakeBi difemfeiHfb ^c^tfdicei, and fa<^oo, 

the vtr pietate gravis et teaiiU. I hiVP 

placed for niy motto ; to reconcile, to allay, 

.^tto unite. 

N 2 But, 
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But, my Lord, inafmuch as, in order to 
'attain the falutary end of a general coopieration 
of all orders of men, the good fenfe of the 
body of the people of Great Britain muft be 
firft informed and cohvihced as well us de» 
claimed to, before we can hope that they will 
'diveft thcmfclves of any vehement prejudieei, 
wHich they have either formed by thenal|Ktl 
difpoiitions of mankind, or which they have 
'learnt from their mafters in politics, upon (he 
fubjed: of t](ie general tneafures of his MigdQy; 
and as my intention is to comprehend every 
thing that may juflify them at all tinies fo £ir as 
they are undoubtedly juftifiable, I wiUendea^ 
vour to point out, as well as I can, the pofli- 
bllities and probabilities attending the' mixed 
interefls of this nation at home and abroad, as 
they are underftood to be, at this particular pe^r 
riod : a wide field of matter indeed it may feem, 
but I humbly apprehend laying in a very 
narrow compafs, • ^ 

I con* 
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I conceive that it is the more neceflary 
to enter upon a detail of the principles of the 
war^ becaufe they muft operate upon thtf 
principles of a peace, or the manner of con* 
tinuing the war for the future, 

Whoerer looks back to the, peace of Aijl 
la ^hapelle will fee in that indediive peace 
the whole objeea of the prcfent war. The 
great hiftonan of that part of the late war 
which was in Italy, but, fpeakingofthe war 
in general, gives the charader of that peace 
in very ftriking terms : " Illud hujufce bel- 
.^^li de quofcribimus prscipuum eft, quod 
^^ tot pneliis tot cladibi^s, tantorumque Re- 
^* gum viribus nihil paene pcrfeftum eft, quod 
<' rerum magnitudini refponderit, non princi* 
^^ pun> ambitia fedata, non populorum ft$« 
*^ bilita felicitaf ; bellum denique vehemens 
^^ atque atrox pax repente concluferit otioiis 
^^ magis optanda et defatigatis neceftariaquam 
f^ cuiquam opportuna aut glor|ofa bellantium/' 

There 
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' There k no doubt but the leavifig iti the 
Pmitf of Aix \a Chapelle this^ American tiwt 
Mits to Aitiife* conferences fowtd ait the fiSedt 
of tlie prefent War^ ^uid ^refore almoft alt 
men of refledtion feref^w- what hasPfinee ha|M^ 
pcned, and confidered that pacification as littler 
better than a trace. I lun affiaid kideeid^^^ -few^ 
^bfinitive treaded as they are <xMcA4tt timoii> 
lietter.- Fr&nce iaw Ae peiceof Aixia Ctet^^ 
pcflc in this light; afedprocecded^liyyenough^l 
lief priflcipfe trai* very ' fimple ; ffie thought 
it for herinterfcll, that England '(houl<f tnatk 
lief, fflidibc liottruft England; and thei^fote 
^dtfttbnom-cdthiinadbnbyaderttarid <^ hdf-' 
tagcrwhich were granted; - In the mean tiitfe 
^France tcmairted artned, and itpaJited h^ 
navy, cncotrraged the Indkme to m^ft^ thcr 
hack Icttlements oftbe BriiSOi ca)6me6» while 
tfcis nation laid uj^ its ^p8, reduted thte 
mnttber of its trooprtttd art}6cers> whp totik 
ffefuge in France and Spain. ' •• As if thft tt^^ 
ty had been dcfirutirc in fed Jis^ weH «4'In 
words, occupied totally with reducing the 

load 



load of publk «:redit, that ,tWe might b» 
fiiojietliJngtomortga^in.a iui4i 

attetidiiig tp a few faving^^ the^BritiAi iid<> 
nifters . feemed d^terwmd to cootfiAd nor 
mare during their power/ if{>oSble» witb 
Fnuxe^ conccnuog which they beUeved,- 
or had argued them&lves and half the natin- 
OQ into a. belief of it» that Franfic was too triie^^^ 
too brav^ too much every thing that is gKOi 
and poweifttl for this nation to ftrnggle witb«* 
Yet the miniftera of that time had great tnt^ 
rit^myLord: but their pacific ientiments cn^ 
counted the enterprizing temper of the^ 
French gowmraenty whqfe levity and igaot 
ranee of the internal of this country^ from 
their contempt of it» has always beea re» 
markable: they openly fitted out a fleets «ait 
barked troops, built forts on our. territdric^j 
difiegarded all rcprefentations, and<le:6ied the 
Britifh minifters, till they pro\H3ked the Bri^ 
ti(h nation. They looked upon the prcparatii 
ons for war it) England as a parade meant 
only to amufe the people : hut which cerr 

tainly 
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faWy infiamcd them. The iriac bro^ cue 
in America: it .was impoflible for the reft 
of Europe to look on, and fee the two 
dominant powers, who give the tone to the 
reft of their neighbours, thus furioufly engage,: 
without expe^ng the fiorm to fall upon the 
continent. All was foon in modon there 9 
treaties ofienfiye and defensive were made > 
old foes became new allies ; and very folemn 
engagements were entered into to keep thofe 
out, whom engagements juft before had been 
entered into to bring in. In a wqrd, France 
expe£ted that (he could play a fure. card jn 
Europe, and probably gain fomething in 
America. She knew fomcbody .would fall 
upon Hanover. If England fupported the^ 
Houfeof Auilria againil -Pruflia, (he imagiix-* 
ed the latter would fill Hanover with its 
troops; as a great traveller at that time ha^ 
obferved, in his account ppblifhed of that 
country, it was in the King of Pruflia's pow- 
er to do in four and twenty hours. If Eng* 
land fupported PruHia, (he determined to 

fkU 
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fall upon Hanover herfclf. She knew, how- 
ever the Englifli nation might be aver'fc 
to continental meafures, that neverthelefs it 
has alvirays been, and always muft be obliged 
to keep pace with every ftep France pleafes to 
take upon the continent^ for fear of her en- ' 
crcafing her territory and influence with fo 
much danger to England, and gaining an 
extent of coaft fo exceffively formidable as 
France might do from Bayonne to the Zuyder 
Zee, if England did not interpofb^ befldes, {he 
knew that a ilation which adts upon the defen- 
five muft follow and f^ght its opponent upon 
fuch ground as the nation chufes which attacks* 

Thus, my Lord, were we foon drawn upon 
the continent in fpite of all oppofition at home. 
Auftria refufcd to fave Hanover, if England 
would not depart from its folemn guarantee 
of Silcfia, and if England did depart from it, 
Hanover would have fallen probably a facrifice 
to Pruffia, in revenge for a breach of public 
faith. France thought that the fufferings of 

O Hanover 
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Hanover would pay for America at the worll 
of events; (he therefore openly declared her in- 
tcntions> and joined with the houfe of Auftrjai 
the latter appeared ready to make a facrifice 
abfoliitely of all the Netherlands, if France 
would enable her to afford it, and fhe was will- 
iog to pledge them into her hands for the 
prefent) in order that flie might round her 
dominions again by recovering Silefia. Thus 
France faw her great objed:, and the dread of 
England, the whole Netherlands hypothe- 
cated, and as good as given up to her: fhe 
faw too Holland awed, and at her commands 
ready to aflift her by a neutrality more ufeful 
than a declaration in. the favour of France 
and her allies. 

The imagination of Auftria already grafp- 
cd all the dominions of the lefs powers on 
the other fide of the Rhine, and France hoped 
for all on this fide. The armies of France 
marched into Germany: and when England 
undertook to defend Hanover, a great man at 

home 
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home oppofed it; he thought the engagement 
to defend Hanover would make it of fo much 
the more confequence in the eyes of France, 
and therefore among other reafpns he oppofed 
it, as neceffarily drawing on the invafion of 
the eledorate. However, the fupport of his 
Majefty as eledor was voted. France haftened 
to poffefs herfelf of Hanover ; flie fucceeded : 
a neutrality was figned. The troops of the 
electorate and its allies were all but prifoners of* 
war, and the Duke of Brunfwick was treated 
by France in terms only fit for a vaffal, and 
native fiibjedl of the crown of France. The 
vidtory at Rofbach by the King of Pruffia at 
length turned the tide of fucccfs againft 
France. From the moment in which the 
electoral troops and allies took up arms in the 
name of Great Britain, to avoid being made 
•prifoners of war, and far infringements of the 
-capitulation, on the part of France, the whole 
war in Germany became fatal to the French 
nation; about 100,000 of its beft troops are 
faid to have perifhcd by famine, fword, and 

O 2 fick- 



[. 100 ] 

ficknefs in one campaign. France had miC* 
taken the magnanimity of the late Kiiig, as 
the houfe of Auftria had miftaken his prin- 
ciple of nice adherence to public faith. Nei- 
ther the war in Gerpiany, nor the fufFerings 
of his ele£toral fubjedls, prevented his Majefty 
from pufliing the war in the Eaft Indies and 
America, attacking the French coafts, and 
deftroying their commerce. The fupport 
of the war in Germany, however objection- 
able had been the firft engaging in it, 
as it could not be quitted with honour now, 
and as circumftances were changed, was 
adopted as a fecondary and fubordinate mea- 
fure with a view of diverting the whole force 
and attention of France from the principal 
objefl: between her and Great Britain j which 
was the poffeffion of that part of America 
which is capable of fupplying us with (hip tim^ 
bcr, feamen, naval ftores, and of being a coa- 
ftant fdurce of induftry, population, andcon- 
fequently of the moft extenfivc national power. 
France felt her miftake, fhe began to treat and 

woul4 
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would willingly have withdrawn her troops 
from Hanover, as a firft prelinniinary ; thereby 
fhowing that ihe thought the war there more 
ruinous to herfelf than burthenfome to Eng- 
land. France prevaricated ; the preliminaries 
were broke off; and the fame efforts were 
exerted on the part of the Britifh nation as 
before. 

The crifis is at length arrived, my Lord ; 
and though another nation fince has entered 
weakly into the views of France, all that is 
our own in the American world which was 
our objc<3: of the war, and an immcnfe ac- 
ceffion of other pofleflions, more than is fuffi- 
cient to indemnify us. The great queftion 
then. is, how we fhall fit down ? 

We are not mad enough to hope the total 
conquefi: of our rival nations, becaufe that is 
impofiible, and not for our interefts; and I 
think the inference to be drawn from the fadts 
ftated is vpry plain> that the fyftem of America 

and 
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and the oriental world ought notintirely and 
folely to preponderate in the fcale of negotiation 
againfl all the relations this country flahds in 
neceflarily, as a part of Europe. As private 
inen of great wealth and power derive iiill 
greater influence from equity, humanity, and 
moderation, fo a nation w;hich may be termed 
dominant with refpedl to the reft of Europe 
ihould proceed in all its negotiations upon the 
fame honeft principles, and leave the arts of 
lefs fincerity and lefs equity and moderation 
to inferior and little powers, to whom the 
fincffe of negotiation may be fomctimcs necef- 
fary for prefervation, as the only ballance 
againft a^ fuperior force. 

The celebrated Cardinal d'Oflat, .Em*^ 
baflador of Henry IV. of France at' the 
court of Rome, the fchool of refined nego- 
tiation, where he fucceeded in a moft intri^ 
cate and ftubborn bufinefs, uied to &y th^ 
there was but <Jne good method of oego« 
tiating; an open band and tfn q>en heart ; 

and 
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and that to gain confidence was 'to gain every 
thing. 

Congreflcs oftener deftroy confidence than 
haften pacifications where many powers are 
concerned. There are many precedents of 
treaties and difquifitions upon public law, but 
the noble plainnefs of our admirals and military 
commanders in their capitulations granted to 
the enemy during their late expeditions is 
worth all the parade of EmbafiTadors at a 
congrefs : and notwithftanding the pradice of 
negotiators and flatefmen in general, who attach 
themfelves to the pedantry of old forms, 
there feems to be no reafoii why treaties of 
the moft comprehenfive kind may not be' 
carried on with as much fimplicity and pre- 
cifion in ftile, form, and matter, as the capi- 
tulation of a garrifon. This method of nego- 
tiating, natural enough to a nation which ne- 
gotiates with victorious arms in its hands, and' 
which ought to command its allies, and not 
to be commanded by them, would indeed be 

, for 
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for the public fcrvice, but it might poflibly 
leflen the importance of men interefted iii 
ceremonies and a train of finefTe and details, 
calculated to (hew their talents, to amqfe and 
dazzle the people, but which create delay, 
and, what is worfe, a diftruft of fincerity 
between the powers who are principals in the 
negotiation* 

My Lord, I take it to be the intereft of 
England to proceed at this crifis with the 
utmofl fincerity; nothing can anfwer happier 
purpofes than the laying afide every term of 
infult to her enemies in defpair, and evqfy 
immoderate demand which may one day or 
other excite the fame jealoufy and confederacy 
among the reft of the powers of Europe againft 
herfelf as the infolent behaviour of France 
in her higheft point of profperity occafioned 
once to her ambitious monarch. Th?. plan 
of pacification on the part of Great Britain 
muft naturally be entered upon with a retro- 
fpcdt to the caufe of the war, and with the 

con- 



f:io5 y 

«pnfideration of the value of the pofleffions 
conquered from the enemy now in her hands^ 
as the two great and leading principles. If 
we can procure a Sufficient indemnification 
£pr thofe ow: unhappy allies, who have beea 
|ike the Socii and Latini in the Roman mili* 
tary eftabliKhment and who formed by much 
the great€|ft part of the Roman army, it will 
|)e but juftice to thofe who have fought our 
battles, and feen their own country reduced 
for our fakes to defoktion by all the horrors 
pi a long and revengeful war: if we can 
fecure our colonies from any future dangers ; 
if we can retain a fufficient fource of future 
naval armaments for ourfelves without being 
^obliged to mean compliances with northern* 
fiations in Europe, our inferiors, for fupplies 
in times of difficulty; if we can alfo, over and 
above, retain as much as we can conveniently 
garrifon, without the placed ceded to us proving 
the grave of our feamen and foldiers j if we can 
obtain ample damages for our expences, and fit 
down with an iiicreafe of trade greatly fuperior 

P t9 
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to that wHich we poilefied at tbe oUtfet of^thisr 

War, and fuch as may tend taadd tdoiii^, 

jK>pulation and real ftrcngth by encouraging 

induftf y, not by adding to our ^iccs, luxury^ 

and profuiion; if thefc great ends can \ie 

^accomplifhcd by any plan of pacificatioii 

iuppofcd to be now under the confideratioil 

of thofe great perfons who have the honouif 

id advife his Majefty, then, my Lord, Ihopi 

you and every candid and gcAid man Will holii 

them juftified, by Carrying fuch a pacification 

boldly into execution : nay more, will thinK. 

that it is their duty to feize an opporluftit>j^ 

of compleating that which one fatal* accideniE 

in the mutability of human things may prc^ 

vent from ever returning; that the courage 

of any fervant of the King and pQbllc Would 

be highly laudable in fuch a cafe'; that' at 

clamour would be ungrateful, ' and a difcon- 

tented oppofition almoft difldyalty^ 

Thus, my Lord, I have defcended into a 

'^ plain narrative of a few fadts and principlds 

' which 
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:trSikh;hAVi^ pperattsd and wiU operate pro- 
bably,, wjbether th$r^ {ffizW be a continuance 
of the war^ or gp^i^f^tion (hall take place i 
teaid ^bether ooe tnaq or another is now or 
(bd\ he hereaftier underftood to be the im^ 
(mediate dire^jor of public counfelis, In fuch 
* lig^t 1 ]^K)pe this detail j;vill have great 
Ittility, and I thought itprppef to drop all 
f fi^aition. Qf a declac^atory flilc in a ferie^ 
of :p»ft, f^^jt> ^hk^ f as^e the grounds of future; 
cac^e<3aition,^an4 %i, jwbkhplain; words ar^ 
papre eligible. ;than .a prpdigalji^y of that en-^ 
rcdicd language which -ofti^ ^yes only to 
cbvcr Jtfuth withr flowccs^ »i4:;^..feeep th? 
fciiicipal M^dStroixtofykvf. 



on. 
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1 : Every attempt to be plain u) a diilertatlda 
©f : this kind w^ilt hardly^ my Lprd, be dif^ 
approved of by jou, who know fo well how 
much a iimplicity of thinking has recom- 
mended the authors I have frequently quoted. 
SGhey were not, like moft .pf our. political 
Aroteis^ of the dregs, and raamitrs^ of the 
:..:L P 2 people. 
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people, but they were men of the higheft 
icharafters in the ftate, or Converfant with 
thofe who were fo. We live irt an age when 
oui profe, our poetry, our very politics, arc 
fet upon ftllts and (hewn off to the crowd* 
A pomp of words, a myfterious obfcurity, 
an air of paradox arid refinenient, but, Vhat 
lis w'orft of all, a Virulence of ^jerfonatity of 
the loweftkind, infe<3: our writings and debates 
fro arts etfoctSy and infurc toa often the ap-- 
iplaufe, and adh>iriticH) of the multitude. Bat 
intrcatingeveryfubjeft of public importttnce^ 
^ little plain reafofiing and a great deal of ho* 
nefty wcHild be much mc^ ufeful to tbetaii& 
of truth and the intereft^of oUr countjcy, tham 
all our affedtation of eloquence ; whether it 
flows turbid like the Saone Isr the Rhone in 
their cbnfliix, or like thelfhames, the Rhine 
and the Danube, in alt the power and t&z.-^ 
jefty of exiibetance. -' •; '' ^^ / /' 

^ I arri afraid my irtiaginatioh too has catried 
me beyond bounds: I ;|m concerned, to find 

that 
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lliat a few undifciplined thoughts have thi|$ 
tun oat into a longdiilertation: in which I 
have feid many things to yourfclf, many ad 
homines, ancl ad pppulum^ but I hope paore ad 
veritatem. However, the importance of the. 
iubje€t at this jundure will apologize for en« 
fJcavouring to take as compreheniive a view 
fis poffible of the public intereAs. It is be« 
fides f(}me confoladon tome, that it is in eve-^ 
fy reader's powtr to m^ke the whole of thefe 
.(bn^derations as fhort as he pleafes ; and I da 
sITure him, like Bdzac, that if I had had 
flfjpre time 1 would have madfethem a great 
4eal {horter; as well a&have endeavoured to 
avoid thofe mtark; of bafte and even of fapidi»f 
ty, which I am too feniible and aihamed that 
jthey now carry with them. I fliall conclude 
iherefope, njy I^prdj i» reccnnnjending once 
more, ^d too often, I dare fav you think, 
it cannot be recommended, unanimity to my 
countrymen^ whatevei* fyftem of public oondud 
they (hall at kft adhere to; and above aU tp 
follow that folid and ufefiil maxim for pro* 
\. . ierviag 



io- ving the inf etefts of all public fociedes what- 
fbeVcr; *^ tiiat .tibe minorities after the firft-' 
** ftrnggle jQiould yield to arid unite with jna- 
**.^orita8 i-[ id that there tftay be one whole 
coUecfedLferoc T)f government moving as one 
man;:and actuated by one fpdrijk for. the .gehe«^ 
ffli good : .ihaJ: we tnajr think of combating 
BOthiiig but . &lfe . opioiaf» r recently adopted^ 
er^old prejiddkefe.growh'up^^^with^ us, leaving 
it td' men of ^ weak mindfe 4rtd ^tpng paffions 
to attack nominal diftindiioika >»ith as ^idiacli 
iehemehoe ais the kiiigbit of la ^ Mancha ^h-^ 
feounteteAw^HldmillSjbccaufc'he thought theni 
giatitS) but 4bovc all endesiv<>uring vs^th cm 
tttmoit 'efibrts,tlidt public con^erations ihould 
|>mvail Cfvtc pri^^ate interbih at chis great crifi^, 
with every ordir of n^n abiohgft U8, fo f^r a* 
^kuman nature vM pcirnoiit ti6 to indulge thd 
hope. ■ ■ ■;- • ' ' ,':/.-' i ■ : • . 



'^ Your rank^ ^my Lord, your charaAe^j and 
influence, theuugnahimity ofihik Maje%,.the 
6rmnG&^ SLvdaixc int)sgrit)c;of &1i fervants wiS 
j;ni V r greatly 
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^greatljT contribate tZ) this falutary dicL la the 
mean time, unattached to any fet of men or 
meafores, excepting the regard I have the 
honour to profefs for your perfonal Mppine% 
reputation and interefi:, and my zeal to be in 
a more particular manner the AhocaU of bis 
i^j^Jh^ whofe good intentions deferve tho 
tnofl grateful return from his people^. I ihall 
content myfelf with imitating, as well as I can^ 

^e good Erafmus in an boneft mean^ 

preaching concord, and praying for the pub- 
lic peace, as warmly and as fruitlefsly perhaps, 
as he did for the peace of the church, in times 
of general diffenfion ; when a number of par- 
ties divided and fubdivided, pailing to the very 
utmoft extremities, the common interefl and 
happinefs of all men which laid in the center 
were torn in pieces. I dread that the fame 
kind of fcene is again approaching, when men 
tired out with their own happinefs and fuc- 
cefs will in the heart of the ftate heap fadi« 
on upon fa£tion> and that our greateft ene- 
mies 
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inliKs will' dien be able to pronounce, ftnd 
^ven to fee fulfilled againft this nation the corie 

49m)anced'by the Roman againft the enemies 

ofRome. 

Maneaf fptafot duret^ gentiiiu,^ non amor: 

fotejl quam bo/iium ^fcdrdUm. 

1 ami my Lord, &c« 
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